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* is rather Ape g that a Le of ſuch hhigh 

antiquity as Haſting, ſhould have remained 
ſo long without attracting the particular 
notice of any writer ; eſpecially as the pre- 
ſent rage for the. publication of antiquities, 
enſures a favourable reception to any —_— 
that is tolerably . 


It is now fix years ſince I opened a Circula- 
ting Library in this Town; during which 
time, the conſtant enquiry of every ſtranger 
has been, © Have you any Hiſtory or other 
Account of Haſting.” A late much lamented 


Author, equally admired for the elegance of $48 


his writings, and the urbanity of his man- 


ners, was one among the number who honour- 


ed my rooms with his company in the ſeaſon 
of 1789, and made the ſame enquiry. On 
A 2 4 receiving 


\ 
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receiving the uſual .negative, he replied, 

* Why don't you write one!“ and very 
obligingly added, that if I would ſet about it 
the following winter, and ſend him up the 
manuſcript, he would look it over and corred 
it for me. 


Thus encouraged, I determined to attempt 
the taſk as ſoon as the hurry of the ſeaſon 
was over ; but ſtill conſcious of my inability 
to execute the work with correctneſs, 1 ap- 
plied to ſeveral whom I knew were capa- 
ble, if they choſe to undertake it; but, one 
had not time, and other did not. think the 
ſubjeR of ſufficient conſequence. 
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2 inding I was not likely to ſucceed in that 


way, and ſenſible of the diſadvantage the 


company laboured under in the ſummer for 


Want of ſome guide or deſcription to direct 


them in their perambulations, I borrowed an 
old edition of Camden, and Jeake's Charters 


: of the wu Ports, from which I made ſe- 


veral 
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veral extracts; but not being then able to 
procure ſome other Authors who, I under- 
ſtood, treated more fully of the Antiquities of 
Suſſex, I was under the neceflity of laying 
aſide my deſign for that year; and a variety 
of circumſtances have ſince occurred to pre- 
vent my renewing it till laſt ſummer, when a 
gentleman of conſiderable merit in the literary 
world, very kindly offered his ſervices to reviſe | 

and correct any thing I choſe to ſend bim.“ 


Thus imulated to exert myſelf, as fon 
as the winter ſet in, I once more began collec- 
ting materials, and having put them toge- 
ther as well as my time and poor abilities 
would permit, I determined, notwithſtand-. 

| ing their very imperfect Kate, not to * : 
the u eee an y _—_ 


; 8 


Such as it is, I now Lake Fol 3 to 
rente the Haſting's s Guide to Pg 
. 


„teens 


have to lament, on my own account, | as well as 
that of the public 8, that the advanced ſtate of the ſeaſon 


would not permit my profiting by ſo 2 — an 
offer. 


Fo. 


' 
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tion ; and as I flatter myſelf it will be the 
means of leading a few, at leaſt, of its readers, 


through ſome delightful, and, hitherto, un- 
frequented, paths, I truſt to their candour to 
pardon, though they cannot overlook, the 


many faults and inaccuracies which will 


occur. 


I cannot conclude without exprefling my 
obligations to thoſe Gentlemen who have fa- 
voured me with communications on different 


heads. 


For the greateſt part of what is compre- 
hended under the article Winchelſea, I am 


particularly - obliged to a very unn 
inhabitant of Gu ancient town. 


My thanks are  likewiſc eminently due to 


another gentleman of the ſame Cloth in 
_ Haſting, for his friendly ſervices on 1 


and other occaſions. 
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To a few others I am alſo under obli- 


gation 8 for information received at different 
times; but to none more than to my inge- 


nious and worthy friend who furniſhed the - 
drawings for the plates, and the map; the 
table of imports, and exports; and to whoſe 
ſteady friendſhip and active zeal upon this, 
as well as upon numberleſs other OI 
I am greatly indebted.” | 


YE who amid this feveriſh world would — 


N A body free of pain; of cares a mind ; 
| | , Fly the rank city, ſhun its turbid air; 


Breath not the chaos of eternal ſmoke 
And volatile corruption, from the dead, 
The dying, ſick' ning, and the living world 
| Exhal'd, to ſully heaven's 1 dome 
With dim mortality. | 


n Wbile yet you breathe, away; the rural wilds 
Invite; the mountains call you, and the vales. | 
ARMSTRONG, 


Te Diſtances of Roads from-Haſting to London, 
and the principal Places in the Environs. By 


TO LONDON, ' Northiam . 1 a 
; MNewenden 157 f 
O Battle . Hawkhurſt 5 2 
Rotherſbridge 6 13 Flimwell _ 7 
To London, a as before _ 
Here the Coach from Haſting a 
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Flimwell $i -29. - 3 
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ew Romney 2 
Here the Coaches from London Hythe 0, 
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; Folkſtone 22 39% 
Sevenoaks 64 40 Dover  _ 8x 48 
Riverhead  . 14 424 Ringwold 6 54 
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Farnborough 5 50 Deal | 11 57 
Sandwich 1 
Here the Coach from Londen. Epbes fleet 2 64 
"flops to breakfaſt. Cliffs End Iz O51 
St. Lawrence 17 F 
Maſon's hill 3: 533 Ramſgate + 677 
2 3 541 St. Peters 3 701 
South L 2F Margate | 3 : 
| Ieribam 2 BY | _ 
New Croſs Turnpike 14 10 PORTSMOUTH). | 
London 31 65 | 
ANOTHER ROAD. 
To Rye 10 
Peaſmarſh | 4 14 


Beckly Yang 24 164 Seaford 
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Blatchington Fort 


Biſhopſtone 
Newhaven 
Rottingdean 
Brighthelmſtone 
Shoreham bridge 
The Pad 
Lanceing 
Sompting 


"Patching Pond 


Angmering Park 


Arundel 


Almsford 


 Mackerel's Bridge 


Croker Hill 
Maudling | 
Chicheſter 


Fiſhbourne 


Nutbourne 
Emſworth, Hants. 


Havant 


Bedhampton 


Corham 


Portſea Bridge 


Hilſea Barracks 


Portſmouth 


(4 
2 285 TO LEWIS. 
+ 29. To Eaſt Bourne as before 192 
2. 31 e ne 3 
5. 36 Horſe Bridge 6 272 
5 40 ; Naſh Street 2 29% 
74 47x. Burghill 1 30 
+ 45 TLaughton 2 327 
I 49 Middlenham 4 362 
T 52 Lewes 2 
. 
5 82 
38 2 
- 63 | ANOTHER ROAD. 
3. 633 To Battle 7 
2 68* Boreham Street 8 15 
2 68 Gardener's Street 2 17 
2 70 Horſe Bridge 42 
2 72 er 2 
37 757 Lewes 3 
Ts 8 
2 79 ' $ 33 
I bs . | ANOTHER ROAD. 
a To Nindfield Stocks | ⸗ 
1 8 Borcham Street 18 14 
3 5 To Lewes as before 18 
88 3 
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2 copies. 
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Dundas, Robert Eſq. M. P. 
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- SUBSCRIBERS. 
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Forteſcue, Lady, Wimpole- ſtreet. 
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Lee, Mr. Lewes, 6 copies. \ 


Milward, Edward, Eſq. Haſting. 0-2 
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May, Eſq. Ticehurſt, Suſſex. 
Mott, Mr: London. h 
Meryon, Mrs. Rye, 6 copies. 


Peyton, the Rev. Edward, Haſting, 
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Riley, John, Eſq. Haſling. 

Rothwell, Arthur, Eſq. London. 7 

Roſſer, Mr. London. oy 

Raſhfield, Mr. Samuel, Cannon- ſtreet, London, 2 copies, 


Shorter, John Goldſworthy, Eſq. Haſting. 
Satterley, John, Eſq. Ditto. 

Sparrow, S. Eſq. Ditto. | 

Sayer, — Eſq. London. 

Sayer, Mrs, Ditto. 

Smith, Joſias, Eſq. Lewes, Suſex. 
Smith, Lieut, Royal Nay. 
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HE town of HasTiING is ſituated 
upon the ſea coaſt near the eaſtern 
extremity of the county of Suſſex, in 50? 50 
34“ N. Lat. and 09 37” E. Longitude, and 
diſtant 64 miles from London. It is the 
chief of the Cinque Ports, and, as ſuch, en- 
Joys a ne . of particular privileges. 
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HASTING'S GUIDE: 
ORIGIN OF THE CINQUE PORTS. 


Of what antiquity the five ports, (com- 
monly called the Cinque Ports) and two an- 
cient towns are, when enfranchiſed, or at 
what time their members were annexed to 
them, is not mentioned with any degree of 
certainty; but, according to Lord Coke, it 
appears that Dover, Sandwich, and Romney, 
were the ports of ſpecial note before the 


conqueſt, and to make the five, Wil- 


liam the Conqueror added to them Haſtings 


and Hythe; and afterwards were annexed 


thereto the two ancient towns iy 2 
. Than lhe i 2081 4 
Lord Coke coheladen 3 alt aſton en- 
franchiſed and privileged, and though Haft- 
ing got the precedency of the elder Kentiſh 
ports, and is named before and ſits above 
them, yet it was not becauſe elder than they, 
or of greater immunities or grandeur; but 
either by ſome prenomination in the charter, 


or confirmation of King William or his ſuc- 
ceſſors, or elſe from the reſpect the king had 


to — on account of the kindneſs and 


free 
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free reception he there met with at his firſt 
landing in England. But it ſeems they had 
ſome title to that pre-eminence, for in the 
ſervice to Yarmouth, the Town of Haſting 
found two bailiffs to any of the others one, 


and paid double the allowance of any of the 
other towons. | 


Ir | 

The word cinque, eben denotes there | 
are but five ports, under which term are 
comprehended the_ ancient towns, and the 
members annexed to the ſaid ports and towns. 
Thoſe that paſs by the appellation. of the 
Cinque or five ports, and include the reſt 


that enjoy like privileges with them, are 


Haſting, in Suſſex, 
; Ci ue orts, a WIC . | 
* | New Romney, as in Kent. 
| Hythe, - | 


Ancient Towns, L * chelſea 92 in Suſſex, 


They are ee called the ports, no otic ot 

ports of England having had ſuch large pri- 
vileges, or can equal-the antiquity of their 
grow: and confirmations, or have been ſo 
B 2 eminent 
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eminent for the ſervices they have at various 


times nd, 


| The following table ſhews the mb to 
8 port, which are . and which 


. Oo m6 4 
| .. Ns L 5 
HFaſtings, Seafo 1 in Suſſex, 
Members | New Romney, Ly 8 
cCorporate ? Folkſtone, 2 
ee een, eee, in Nint. 
Sandwich, Fordwich , 
0 Rye, Tenterden, 
| Bulverh 5 | 
Petit 155 | 42 in Sullx. 
_ Hydney, 
ang. Grange, 1 * 
"Hides, £ as Promehill, in "Suffix and $2.2 
not Old Romney, 
corporate to Dengemarſh;; _ in Kent. 
New Romney. n 
Member, notF  (_ 
coporate to Wiſtheat, - - in Kent. 
* 
te, * | 
Members, Tohng, * 
not 2 * 
corporate Bure on W ; 
a alias — uin Kent. 
Dover. St. NW 
Russ 5 1 
e 3 


Members, 
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Members, Deal, C } 

| not 22 5 N 
corporate Ramſgate, 3 
e ene 
Sandwich, | Sare, : ob . 0 

a | Brighingea = 


of the ana; Seaford only ande it 
to parliament. Of many of the others, as 
Bulverhithe, Petit Iham, Hydney, Old 
Romney, Dengemarſh, 5. we! are now 
little. or no remains. 38% 5 


or | able Nanding the ports and an- 
cient towns are, it muſt be preſamed the 
members are of later date; and though it is 

not certain how long they have been annexed 
to their reſpective ports or incorporated, as 
ſome of them are, yet it is plain they are not 
all of equal ſtanding, for Tenterden was not 


united to Rye till = 27th year of the = © 


of Henry VI. Dom. 1449 
does it appear that eee was a mem- 
ber of Romney, in the reign of Henry I. 

for in that reign, a ſhip being wrecked 
within the preeinct of that liberty, the king's 
officers would have ſeized it for his uſe; but 
TIE chen Abbot of Battle, claimed it 
. 4 as 


* 
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as the property of the Abbey, by virtue of a 
grant from William the Conqueror, who, 
among other immunities, had endowed Battle 
Abbey with the wreck of the ſea falling in 
Dengemarſh, and Henry I. valuing his 

_ father's grant, yielded the matter RF: to 
the. Abbot's own courteſy. 


It appears than for and in conſideration of 

the great ſervices which the five ports, by 

their fleet and armies, rendered the kingdom, 

during the invaſions of the Danes and other 

troubleſome times, they were firſt enfranchiſed 

by Edward the Confeſſor, and in the reign 

of Edward I. they had their Charter of 
Confirmation, by which they were made free 

de toto venditione achato et reachato, which 

was upwards of gg years before the city 

of London had their Charter of forei 82 ! 
bought and foreign ſold. 


The ſame charter Gama all the liberties 
and freedoms enjoyed by the Cinque Ports 
before that period; exempts. them from all 
duties on wares and merchandize bought or 
ſold ; enables them to buy and ſell openly in 


any 


— 


— 
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any corporation or privileged place, without 
being bound to the uſe of brokers or other 


|  freemen of ſuch place; empowers their fiſh- 


ermen to land on the quay, at Great Yar- 
mouth; deliver their herrings freely all the 
fiſhing ſeaſon, and to mend and dry their nets 
upon marſh lands there, yet called the 
Dennes, (from the word den, uſed in the 
charter, ſignifying to mend and dry nets,) 
for which purpoſe, the ports formerly ſent 
certain men as their bailiffs, to ſuperintend 
and decide all differences that might ariſe 
during the herring ſeaſon; but the fiſhing 
trade encreaſing and becoming profitable, and 
the town of Great Yarmouth encreaſing fo as 
fo procure a government by a portrieve or 
bailiff, (which it had in the time of Edward l.) 
frequent diſputes aroſe between the portrieve 


and the ports bailiffs ; the former being je- 


lous of the privileges the latter poſſeſſed, en- 
deavoured to curtail them, ſo that the ports 
were often obliged to complain to their ſo- 
vereigns for redreſs ; notwithſtanding which, 
they: were ſometimes ſufferers by the outrage 
and violence of the people and their head 
officers. . In "one'of- theſe affrays, a ports 
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was, by one of their _bailiffs, killed, for 


which he was hanged, and the town, 


as a badge of — yet pays a certain 


number of herrings, yearly, to Windſor G. 


or a ſum of money in lieu. 


The ports are likewiſe exempt. from any 
attendance at the ſhire or county court, and 
other courts holden for the county, as alſo 


from attendance at, or ſervice, to the hundred 
courts. 


The Batons of the Cinque Ports, and two 


ancient. towns, have the honour of bearing 


the canopies over the King and Queen at the 
coronation, and to dine with the King on 
that day, when they fit at the firſt table on 
the King's right hand. The canopies, with 
the ſtaves and ſilver bells, become afterwards 
the property of the Cinque Ports. Formerly, 
the Barons of Haſting and its members 
claimed and had one canopy with the ſtaves, 
bells and all its appurtenances, to their ſole 


_ ſhare; while the reſt of the ports and their 
members had only the other canopy with 


its appurtenances, to divide among them all. 
Ky. 3 But 
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But now the ports divide equally. At that 


time; 'the Barons of Haſting were wont to 


give the canopy cloth to the church of St. 
Richard of Chicheſter, and the Barons of 
the other ports gave theirs to St. Thomas a 
3 in Chriſt Cs Canterbury. 


The following i is the Aer of John Duke 
of Norfolk, High Steward of England, in the 
- reign of Richard III. to the claim of the 
ports for the honour of bearing the canopy, 
as mene to an 23 r out of mind. 


« It is cuil that the Barons of the 
« Cinque Ports, according to their claim, 
ee be admitted to do their ſervice, viz. to 
a bear the filk cloth ſuſtained by four ſtaves 
«© fivered over, with little ſilver bells gilded, 

« oyer the King and Queen in the day of their 
* coronation, and after the ſervice perform- 
ed, to receive and have the ſame cloths 
with their appurtenances aforeſaid, as their 
* accuſtomed fees, and alſo to fit the ſame 
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Alt een and felons of the precincts of the 
ports, taken out of them, ſhall be brought 
back and there tried and judged. 


Ports men are not obliged to ſerve at 
aſſizes or in juries, out of the ports, againſt 
their will, notwithſtanding they may poſſeſs 


lands opt of the precincts of the ports. 


- Ships and other veſſels, belonging to the 
ports, might enter any of the King's havens 
or harbours, come to anchor, or lye aground, 
without being ſubject to the * of any 
dues or cuſtoms. 


"By the 3 of Richard u. all ry 
and penalties for treſpaſſes, miſpriſons, extor- 
tions, conſpiracies, and all other offences 


whatſdever, that in other parts of the king- 


dom go to the King, are e to che 
ports. | 4 


"The ports hes the Wy EX of trying all 
actions, civil and criminal, treaſon excepted ; 
though perſons deeming themſelves aggrieved 
may 1 to the Lord Warden of the 


Cinque 
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Cinque Ports, who, upon ſuch complaint, 
has power to enter the ſaid port, and hear 
ang decide upon the matter, E 


FO Formerly, the inhabitants of the ports 

' were not obliged to ſerve in the army, longer 
than the King abided, perſonally, in the 
field; nor were they, at any time, to ſerve 

in foreign wars, nor were the ſeamen liable 

to be preſſed in war time, though this 125 
cuſtom has long been broke Pwr 


| The bort men —— to the arviee 
of ſhipping furniſhed by the ports, were 
freed from all aids, ſubſidies, and contribu- 
d oy the Kings 


The ports-men were not obli — to bre 
as conſtable; bailiff or other office, out- of the 


. 
T - ff 118 222 N 
ports. X 9 A . 
2 
* — 
. % 
fe . 


Theſe, and many other privileges, were 
granted to and enjoyed for many ages by the 
ports, (though moſt of them have now been 
long obſolete,) as well in conſideration of 
_ eminent ſervices they bad rendered the 

2247-0 | | king 8— 8 
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kingdom during the incurſions of the Danes, 

and other Piratical Rovers, as of their ſervice 
of 57 ſhips which they were obliged to fur- 

niſh yearly, if required, at their own coſt for 

15 days; but, if their fervice was required 

for a longer term, they were victualled and 
| paid by the — Wen | 


Ships and men » furniſhed p each port. 


Lag wo its members, 21 ſhips, armed 
and manned with 21 men and a boy, each. 


Dover and i its members, the fame number 
1 as Haſting. | 


Sandwich and-its members, 5 ſkips, armed 
and manned as above. N 


22 
. 


New 8 and.i its members, the ſame 
as Sandwich. 


Hythe and its 8 the ſame likewiſe; 


making in the whole 57 ſhips, manned by 
1140 men and 57 boys, which quota of 
veſſels and men the ports actually fitted out 


Hall ſuch time as larger ſhips came into uſe, 
when 
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when they ſupplied the navy with twoor three,, 
being equivalent i in value to their original 
number of 57. Indeed, it appears that the 
Cinque Ports fleet formed the chief and beſt 
part of the Royal Navy, and upon all occa- 
ſions were ready to guard the narrow ſeas 
from pirates infeſting the coaſts. During 
the wars between England and France they 
were frequently employed in tranſporting 

the King and his Gree; 


Great reliance 5 to hs been placed 
by our Kings on the Cinque Ports' fleet, and 
not unjuſtly; for King John in his retirement 
in the Iſle of Wight, was nearly forſaken by 
all his kingdom, ſave the Ports fleet, with 
which he ſecured. himſelf. till he re- 
covered all again. £ 


In the . of hare reign po _ : 
II. the Ports fitted out 40 ſhips, which 
putting to ſea under the command of Hubert 
de Burgo (then Warden of the Cinque Ports, 
and Governor of Dover Caſtle) came up 
with, and engaged 80 ſail of Frenchmen, 
who were . to ai Louis the F rench 

| | King's 
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King's ſon ; when after a furious engage- 

ment he took ſeveral ſhi ps, ſunk —_— ine 

ER; the reſt. EY 
In the year 1406, the Ports navy, under 

the command of Henry Paye, ſurprized and 

took 120 French ſhips yu with fak, iron, 

and oil. 

In the ER year of Queen Elizabeth, 

An. 1595, the Ports, at the Queen's com- 


mand, fitted out five ſhips of 160 tons bur- 


then, which they maintained five months 
at their own charge. | 


' Theſe and many other actions performed 
by the Ports, - evidently ſhew their great 


weight and conſequence in former times, 
and that the great privileges and immunities 


they did and ſtill do enjoy, were no more 
than their zeal and ſervices Jultly entitled 
them to. 


A öden writer ſays, the Claque Ports 
« were an incorporated body enjoying an in- 


56 "ws 


HASTINOG “S GUIDE ty 
* dinate to the Admiralty of England, but more 
* immediately united in the ſame perſon, and 
40 under the immedigte command of the con- 
ei ſtable of Dover Caſtle. From their loca! 
* ſituation oppoſite, and their immediate Ticks | 
unity to Calais and. the French coaſt, they 
were from the higheſtantiquity of great con- 
« ſideration and conſequence, for the deſenſe 
* of the Britiſh channel, and of the ſouthern 
* and eaſtern coaſts of this kingdom. And 
g under this idea were inveſted with high 
_ « honours, privileges, powersandimmunities, 
« anderected into a bulwark and guard to de- 


« fend our coaſts, able to repel the attacks of 


e foreign enemies, whenever they might at- 
*« tempt an invaſion.”* | 
DIS Th HasTiING 


* The ſame writer has given the following curious do- 
cument from the Harl. Manuſc. No. 6274. entitled, 
Ordinance made by King John, at Haſtings,” Anno 


of his reign. 


Item, ordonne eſtoĩt a Haſtings, pur lei et coſtume, en 
temps du roy John, Van ade de ſon regne, per advys de ſes 
ſeigneuries temporelles, que ſi lieutenant en aſcun voyage 
ordonne par common conſeil du royaulme, encountroit fur 


la mer, aſcuns nefs ou veſſeaux chargees ou voydes, que ne 
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ent aviller et abaſſer leur treſs au commandement du 


fi 


ys, et 


bouldroient 


enem 
et alleguer meiſmes les nefs, veſſaux et biens, 


ſonment de lour 


bien de enemys 
-- HasTiING 


ur; et que le Mayne 
ion. 


ent reputez come 
orfaits come 
impri 


Ol 
et f. 


atent encontre cieulx de la flotte; que 


heutenant du roy; ou de Vadmiral du roy, ou ſon lieuten- 
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HasTING, according to Camden, de- 
rives its name from a noted Daniſh pirate who 
landed here, and built a ſmall fort in order 
to protect his men and ſecure a retreat, after 
pillaging the country around. It is pleaſant- 
Iy ſituated in a valley, ſurrounded on all ſides, 
but the ſouth, with high cliffs and hills, 
which protect it from the cold winds, and 
tender it one of the moſt healthy towns i in 
the whole iſland. | | 


A Here: is a fine TY and the pureſt water 
for bathing of any along the coaſt, for which 
purpoſe, great numbers of the gentry have of 
late years reſorted from London and the 


neighbouring n during the ſummer 
ſeaſon. 


The town of Haſting may boaſt as great 
antiquity as any place in the kingdom. 
In the reign of Athelſtan there was a mint 
here, by which it muſt then have __ hoop: 
ina flouriſhing condition. 


- William Rufus, on the death of his father 
the Conqueror, got poſſeſſion of the Caſtles 
| bo. "of 
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of Haſting, Dover and Pevenſey, as the firſt 
and moſt eſſential ſtep towards ſecuring him 
the throne. The preſent town may be called 
the New Town, as there was formerly an- 
other which ſtood without the preſent one, 
and was fwallowed up by an inundation of 
the ſea, but when that event happened is 
very uncertain. As a proof that the ſea has 
gained conſiderably on the coaſt. here, an | 
entire hedge has been diſcovered beneath. the 
ſurface of the ſand at low water, a little to 
the weſtward of the town near the whiterbtk, 
and pieces of wood and ſtick brought away 
from it. Some of the preſent, inhabitants 
remember graſs growing below the high 
water mark, a little to the weſtward. of the 
bathing- room. eln 


Mr. Somner, in his account of the Roman 
ports and forts, ſeems to think, that Haſtings 
or Pevenſey was the ancient Anderida of the 
Romans, though Mr, Camden ee it at 
Newenden, i in Kent. | ' 


Haſting 


a 
. — - . 
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Haſting gives name to the eaſternmoſt of 
the fix diviſions of the county of Suffex, called 
| Rapes, the Caſtle and Rape (which always 
accompanied it) belonged: to the Earls f 
Ewe; in Normandy, deſcendants from a na- 
tural ſon of Richard, firſt Duke of Norman- 
dy. Robert, the firſt Earl to whom it was 
given, was one of the chief counſellors to 
William the Conqueror, by whom many 
other large eſtates were ſettled on him. He 
left this honour to his ſon William, whoſe 
ſon Henry, upon levying the aid for marry- 
ing the daughter of King Henry II. certified, 
that his father in the preceding reign was 
enfeoffed with 65 Knights' fees, of which, he 
then had 56 in the rape of Haſting, and for 
which he paid 40ol. He left only one 
daughter and heir; ſhe marrying Ralf de 
Veſſenden, had by him a ſon and heir, Wil- 
liam, who, aſter his father's death, adhering 
to the King of France, and his mother Alice, 
having otherwiſe forfeited her eſtate to the 
crown, Henry III. in the 29th year of his 
reign, ſeized upon it, and gave it to Prince 


Ed ward his ſon. Peter de Savoy, Uncle to 


Queen - being then in great f farou rat 
| £ _ $- Court, 


ba * 
is Ut 
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Court, Henry, in the 31ſt year of his reign, 
committed the keeping of the caſtle. and 
honour to him. After his deceaſe, the King 
_ cauſing his ſon to reſign it to him, exchanged 
it with John de Dreux, Earl of Richmond, 
for certain lands belonging to the honour of 
Richmond, which Peter de Savoy had paſſed 
to the King. In his poſterity, it for ſome 
time continued. Anno 1299 it was again in 
the crown, and was, by Edward I. granted to 
John of Britain; and in 1343, by Edward III. 
to John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter, to 
hold to him and his heirs; he, afterwards, in 
1346, ſurrendered it to the crown. Henry 
TV. Anno 1412, granted it to Sir John Pel- 
ham after the death of Ralph, Earl of Weſt- 
moreland, to whom it had been granted for 
life; by him it was conveyed to Thomas 
Hoo, which conveyance was confirmed to 
him by letters patent of Henry IV. in the 

330 * of his "oy . 


Anno 1461, Sir Thomas Heo . 
| it to Sir William Haſtings, and Edward IV. 
Anno 1462, confirmed this grant by his 
letters patent. By this family it was enjoyed 
280 5 | | till 


3 


- 
«4 
EY 
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till the reign of Richard III. when by the 
attainder of Lord Haſtings it was forfeited to 
the crown, but was reſtored to his ſon by 
Henry VII. in the year 1591, and confirmed 
to him by the royal patent of Henry VIII. 
in the yth year of his reign. - 


It was conveyed by the Earl of Hunting- 
don, Edward and George Haſtings, to 
Thomas Pelham, of Laughton, Efq. with 
the Manor of Crowhurſt, Burwaſh and 
Berelham, in conſideration of the ſum of 
25001. and a reſerved rent of ' 141,” 68. 8d. 
per annum, which rent ſtill continues to be 
paid. The perpetuity of it was granted and 
confirmed by James I. Anno 1605. In his 
family it has remained ever ſince, and at pre- | 
ſent, it belongs to Thomas Lord Pelham, to 
whom it was bequeathed by hs late Duke 
of Newcaſtle. * 5 N oF | 5 . 
In hs reign of Richard 1 IT. about, hs 
year 1377, this town was burnt by 
French, who, taking advantage of the diſſen- 
tions in that reign, put into Rye with 50 


. and landing. plundered and burnt that 
C 3 town, 
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town. They next attacked Winchelſea, 
but being beaten off there, they proceeded to 
Haſtings, which they treated as they had done 
Rye. After its rebuilding it was divided into 
three pariſhes, 'St. Clements, All Saints and 

St. Mary in the Caſtle, as it now remains. Ih 


Bat what renders this plas the moſt Ale. 
brated is, the famous bels | 


BATTLE o HASTING, 


mach was e pens ſeven” miles 4 
hence, on the ſpot where the town of Battle 
now ſtands, between William, Duke of 


Normandy,. afterwards. ſirnamed the Con- 


queror, and Harold, King of England; and 
as the event of that engagement proved ſo 
deciſive of the fate of this country, a particu- 
lar account of it from the beſt authorities is 


here inſerted. 


"The Duke having collected an army of 


60,000 men, at St. Valery, (of which, | 


:50,000 were cavalry) embarked them on 
board of 900 veſſels, and after a paſſage of 


firteen hours Nate at Fevenſey, where he 
continued 


; 
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continued ſeveral days to refreſh. his troops. 
From thence, -be marched along the ſhore to 
Haſting, where he built a Caſtle upon the 
hill and garriſoned it. To ſuch of the in- 
habitants as had not deſerted their houſes, he 
vuwas extremely humane and affable, obſerving 
to his ſoldiers, that it would not only be cruel 
but impolitic to ſpoil thoſe whom he had 
hopes would ſoon become the props and ſup- 
porters of his throne, During his ſtay here, 
the Duke one morning ſet out from the 
camp, attended by only fifteen horſemen, to 
take a view of the country; but the roads 
being at that time very bad, and having ram- 
bled a great diſtance, they loſt their way, and 
their horſes being ſpent with fatigue, they 
vere obliged to return on fodt, encumbered 
with their arms and accoutrements. William 
Fitzoſborne, one of the party, was ſo jaded and 
fatigued, being ready to faint under the 
weight of his armour, that the Duke, who 
vas one of the ſtrongeſt men of his time, took 
his helmet and cartied it for him to the camp. 
- circumſtance which, though triviab in it- 
7 . ſerved to raiſe his nan een . 
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24 HASTING'S GUIDE. 
In the mean time, King Harold having re- 
ceived the news of the Duke's arrival, imme- 


diately after the battle of Stamford, in which 


he had defeated the Norwegians with great 
ſlaughter, and killed his brother Toſti and 
King Harfager, haſtened to London, which 
he had appointed as the general rendezvous for 


his forces, where, upon muſtering his troops, 
he found them much impaired by the late 
battle, and the new levies, ill-diſciplined ; 


but he truſted to his ſtanding troops, who 
were numerous and brave, and endeavoured 


to win upon the reſt by treating their chiefs 
with n and RO: 


} * 


Matters began now to wear a ſerious aſ- 


pect. Harold was on the point of marching, 


when his brother Gurth, a man of bravery and 


experience, ſuggeſted doubts of the propriety 


ol the King's hazarding his perſon and king- 


- 


dom on the event of one battle. He thought 


it would be better policy to prolong the war, 


that the deſperate fituation of William made 


it requiſite for that Prince to bring matters 
to a ſpcedy deciſion ; but, that the King of 


England, in his own ee provided with 
ſupplies 
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ſappliesand beloved by his ſubjects, might with 
propriety prolong the war, and by harrafſing 
the Normans with ſkirmiſhes and diſtreſſing 
them for want of proviſions, they would fall 
an eaſy prey to their enemy. That if a 
general action was delayed, the Engliſh, - 
ſenfible of the imminent danger to which 

their properties. as well as liberties were ex- 
poſed from thoſe rapacious invaders, would 
| haſten from all quarters to his affiſtance, and 
render his army invincible. That, at leaſt, 
if he thought it neceſſary to hazard a battle 

he ought not to expoſe his own perſon, but 
reſerve, in caſe of diſaſtrous accidents, ſome 


reſource to the liberty and independence of 
the pac, wang ny 


oo 
? 03774 208 


Harold. was deaf to all remonſtrances. 
Elated with his paſt proſperity, as well as ſti- 
mulated by his native courage, he reſolved to 
give battle in perſon, for which purpoſe, 
without even waiting for the militia of ſeveral 

counties, that were marching to join him, he 5 
ſet out for Suſſex to meet the Norman army, 
never halting till within ſeyen miles of them. 
On the road, he was met by a monk, who 


came 
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came to propoſe to him, on the part of the 


Duke, to determine their cauſe, either by he 
judgement of Rome, or by duel, in fight of 


both armies. The anſwer returned by him, 
was, that he was advancing to fight a battle, 
'in which, God would judge between him and 
his adverſary. William, on the approach of 


the Engliſh, ſet forward and encamped within 
2 ſhort diſtance of them. 


Both 3 he prepared themſelves for 


this important deciſion : but the two camps 


preſented very different ſcenes the night before 
the engagement. The Engliſh ſpent their time 
in feaſting and riot. The Normans in ſilence 
"and prayer. At break of day, the Duke 


himſelf heard maſs in e and received 
the communion. | 


* 


While he was W * it — that 


| bis breaſt plate was put on turned upſide 
down, which, ſome about him conſidering 


as a bad omen, he changed it into a good 


one, by faying, with a ſmile, It ſignified 
only, chat the ſtrength of his Dukedom 


«6 * ſhould, on hue day, be converted into the 
06 — h 


« ſtrength of a Kingdom. He then called 
together the principal officers of his army 
and made them a ſpeech ſuitable to the oc- 
caſion. He repreſented to them, that the 


for was approaching. The whole fortune of 


would be decided in a ſingle action. That 
never army had greater motives for exerting 
a vigorous courage, whether they conſidered 
the prize which would attend their victory, 
or the inevitable deſtruction that muſt enſue 


and veteran bands could once break thoſe 


they conquered a kingdom at one blow, and 
were juſtly entitled to all its poſſeſſions as 
y the reward of their proſperous valour : that 
on the contrary, if they remitted, in the leaſt, 
"their wonted an an enraged enemy hung 
upon their! rear; the ſea met them in their re- 
treat, and an ignominious death was the certain 
rr of their e r 


three lines; the firſt led by Montgomery and 
6 5 William, 


The Dike then divided bis army into 


1 
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event which they and he had long wiſhed 


the war now depended on their ſwords and 


upon their defeat. That if their martial 


raw ſoldiers who had dared to approach them, 
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the braveſt battalions, heavy armed and rang- 
ed in cloſe order. The cavalry, headed by 


| heavy-armed foot, who being cloſely compact- 
ed together, formed the Roman ſconſe, that is, 
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William, ſon of F itzoſborne, conſiſted of 


archers and light armed infantry with ſome 
flingers. The ſecond, commanded by Geoff- 
rey Martel, Earl of Anjou, was compoſed of 


the Duke himſelf, formed the third line, and 


were ſo diſpoſed, that they ſtretched beyond 
the infantry, and flanked each wing of the 


army. 


Harold, on the other ſide, had performed 


all the offices of a ſkilful commander in the 
diſpoſition of his forces, and in the choice of 
his ground. Being greatly inferior in num- 
bers he took poſt upon a hill, and having 
drawn ſome trenches to ſecure his flanks, re- 
ſolved to ſtand upon the defenſive, and to 


avoid all action with the cavalry, to which he 
was inferior. The Kentiſh men formed the 
van, the Londoners guarded the ſtandard, 
and the Daniſh auxiliaries formed the wings. 
He ordered the cavalry to diſmount, and form- 
ed his whole army into one deep phalanx of 


the 


HASTING'S GUI DE. 29, 


the ſoldiers in the firſt and laſt ranks covered 
their bodies with their bucklers, while thoſe 
in the middle covered their heads with theirs ; 
a diſpoſition that rendered them almoſt im- 
| penetrable, and ſecured them againſt the 
arrows and ſlings. The royal ſtandard of 
England was fixed on the ſpot where Battle 
Abbey now ſtands, and near it, the King, 
diſmounting from his horſe, placed himſelf 
with his two valiant brothers, Gurth and 
Leofwin, at the head of his infantry, and ex- 
preſſed his reſolution to conquer or to periſh. 
in the action. Towards the enemy, the 
deſcent of the ground was ſteep ; ; but the top 
was level and wide enough to contain all his 
men in the cloſe and compact order in which 
he put them. Behind the phalanx were 
woods, through which they had marched to 
that poſt, and which defended their rear. 
They were all armed with Daniſh battle 
axes, and had alſo javelins or darts; but they 
did not make is in this fight, either of long 
or croſs bows, both which weapons were 
employ ed with great ſkill, by the Normans. 


Such 


9 
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uch were the diſpoſitions, on either fide, 
early on the morning of the 14th of October, 
1066, It was Harold's birth day, and as 
ſuch, conjectured to be an omen of ſucceſs.” 
Ihe intereſt of the two commanders was the 
ſame, the officers were equally defirous of 
coming to action; every thing wore the 
aſpect of ſlaughter and of blood, and prognoſ- 
ticated one of thoſe terrible battles where fury 
was blended with greatneſs of ſoul, and where 
obſtinacy and valour were mingled together. | 


As the two armies hog fronting each 
other, the Duke, having thoroughly exa- 
mined the poſition of the Engliſh, galloped 
from the place on which he was ſtanding, 
and appeared in the front of the firſt line. 
He aſked one of the ſoldiers if he could 
ſhew him where Harold was ſtationed; ** he 
is on yonder oppoſite hill, replied the man, 
pointing to it, among that compacted 
multitude, for I ſee his ſtandard there.” Ut pon 
which, the Duke clapt ſpurs to his horſe 15 
galloped ſtraight to the place where Harold 
was ſtanding, being followed by the cavalry, 
whom he had joined. As he was before the 

ranks, 
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ranks, a champion, from Harold's troops, 
adyanced to meet him, but the Duke, with 
one ſtroke, laid his antagoniſt on the ground: 
this brought on a general action with the 
two front lines, which was furious, and. re- 
mained long undecided ; but the Normans, 
overcome by the difficulty of the ground 
and hard preſſed by the enemy, began firſt to 
relax their vigour, then to retreat, and con- 
fuſion was ſpreading among the ranks, which 
William obſerving, haſtened with a lect 
band to the relief of his diſmayed forces. His | 
preſence reſtored the action, and the Engliſh 
were obliged to retire with lols. 7 


The Duke now ordered a general charge to 
be ſounded, ſo that the whole army moved 
at once, ſinging the hymn or ſong of Rollo, 
the famous Peer of Charlemagne. A ſhower . 
of darts was the firſt ſalute, but this doing 
no great execution againſt the impenetrable 
wall, formed by the Bucklers, they advanced 
to a more cloſe engagement with ſabre and 
hatchet. 


The 
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The Engliſh ſuſtained the ſhock with 
great firmneſs 5 intrepidity, and opening 
their ranks to let their ſlingers paſs through, 
thoſe galled the Normans prodigiouſly, and 
killed a great number in the firſt onſet. Ha- 
told, willing to improve the advantage, or- 
dered freſh troops to advance, to which the 
Duke oppoſed ſome ſquardrons that were not 
only repulſed, but the cavalry and infantry of 
Bretagne, who were ſtationed upon the left 
wing with ſome auxiliaries, were put to flight; 
at the ſame time, a rumour was ſpread 
through the left wing by the artifice of 
Harold, that the Duke had been killed by the 
ſtroke of a lance, at which the Normans 
began to ſhrink back and to be filled with 
horror and conſternation. William, alarmed 
at the fatal conſequences that might follow, 
rode along the lines and called with a loud 
voice, my fellow ſoldiers, take courage, 
your leader is ſtill alive.” He took his helmet 
from his head, and ſhewed them his counte- 
nance and reſtraining them from flight, cried - 
out, that he was come to periſn with them.” 
His preſence and his voice inſpired. the re- 
pulſed battalions; the fainting ſquadrons 


were animated to return again to the charge, 
ſo 
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- ſb that rallying on all hands, the troops 
poured in upon the enemy from every quarter, 
ſabre in hand, and drove them back in their 
turn. Many were killedduring this cloſe en- 
gagement, and ſuchas fled were cut in pieces, 
for the Norman officers ordered no quarter to 

be given. Thus was the battle reſtored, 
ſolely by the intrepidity of the Duke, on that 
part, while on every other, the fight was 
exceeding fierce and obſtinate, without any 
viſible 5 


On this n Robert, ſon to the fa- 
mous Count de Beaumont, with Touſtain du 
Bec Creſpin, Roger Montgomery, and Wil- 
liam Mallet, performed prodigies of valour; 
but the example of William was beyond all. 
He was, in a manner, every where, and flew 
like lightening into thoſe places where was 
the greateſt danger. He encouraged with 
his voice and with his hand to preſs forward. 

His ſword was ſtreaming with gore, and his 
armour all covered with blood and duſt. 
He had three horſes killed under him, and 
one, by ſo furious a ſtroke, that the hatchet, 
after cutting off the head, pierced deep into 

D the 
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the ground. All this while the body of the 
Engliſh army ſtood firm upon the declivity, 
andthe Normans had ſuffered greatly through 
the diſadvantage of the ground, William, 
finding that the enemy, aided by the advantage 
of the ground, and animated by the example 
of their Prince, ſtill made a vigorous refiſt- 
ance, had recourſe to a ſtratagem which 
was delicate in its management, but which 
ſeemed adviſable in his deſperate ſituation ; 
where, if he gained not a deciſive victory, he 
was totally undone. He commanded his 
troops to make a haſty retreat, and to allure 
the enemy from their ground, by the appear- 
ance of flight. The Engliſh, fell into the 
'* ſnare. Many of their battalions fetched an 
half compaſs about the Normans, and plant- 
ed themſelves at the place which. they were 
to paſs through, in order to intercept them. 
They were quickly in the. plain, but before 
they could form, the Norman horſe were 
upon them, and cut them in pieces. The 
troops rallied on all ſides, and returned to the 
charge in one compacted column; while the 
Engliſh, who had been decoyed from their 
ſtation, were now in ſeparate corps, which, 
6 | one 
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one after another, were deſtroyed by the 
Norman cavalty. The Engliſh, thus repul- 
ſed, were driven back to the Hill, where, 
being rallied by the bravery of Harold, who 
fought on foot the whole day, ad killed 
many of the Normans with his owr- hand, 
they were able, notwithſtanding their loſs, 
to ein or arm and continue the com- 
bat. The Duke tried the ſame ſtratagem a 
Sedail time, and with equal ſucceſs; but, 
even after this double advantage, he ftill 
found a great body of ' the Engliſh, who, 
maintaining themſelves in firm array, ſeemed 
determined to diſpute the victory to the laſt 
extremity ; upon which, he ordered his 
heavy armed infantry to make an aſſault 
upon them, while his archers placed behind, 
ſhould gall the enemy, who were expoſed by 
the fituation of the ground. By this diſpo- 
ſition, he at laſt prevailed. Harold was ſlain 
with an arrow, while combatin g with great 
bravery at the head of his men. His two 
brothers ſhared the ſame fate ; and the Eng- 
liſh, diſcouraged by the fall of their princes, 
gave ground on all fides, and were purſued 
with great ſlaughter, by the victorious Nor- 
DD 2 mans. 
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mans. A few troops, however, of the van= 
quiſhed, had ſtill the courage to turn upon 
„their purſuers, and having got into a valley 
that was full of deep ditches, they / bravely 
made a new ſtand. There had been former- 
ly in that place, a camp, well known to 
them, but not to the enemy ; and the en- 
trenchments being covered with ſhrubs and 
buſhes, many of the Norman horſe, preſſing 
onwards, in the ardour of purſuit, fell head- 
long into them, while many others were 
killed by the hands of the Engliſh, who here 
obtained ſome revenge for the ſlaughter and 
diſhonour. of the day. By this unexpected 
ſtand, many of the nobleſt of the Normans 
were cut down; Euſtace, Earl of Boulogne, 
was dangerouſly wounded by a blow with a 
ſtone, while he was earneſtly entreating the 
Duke to retire, and not hazard his perſon 
againſt deſperate men, whom the nature of | 
the place ſo much aſſiſted: but that intrepid 4 
Prince, neither regarding the counſel nor. the 
example of the perſon who gave it, continued | 
the combat, till he had driven them out of 
this ſtrong ground, and completed bis 
victory. 
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Thus was gained, by William, Duke of 
Normandy, the great and deciſive victory of 
Haſting, after a battle that was fought 
from morning until ſunſet, and which ſeemed 
worthy, from the heroic valour diſplayed by 
both commanders and both armies, to decide 
the fate of a Mighty Kingdom. There fell 
near 135, ooo men on the fide of the Normans. 
The loſs was ſtill more conſiderable on that 
of the Engliſh, beſides the death of the 
King and his two brothers. The dead body 
of Harold was brought to William, who 
generouſſy reſtored it, without ranſom, to his 
mother. The Norman army, left not the 
field of battle without giving thanks to 
heaven i in the moſt ſolemn manner, for their 
victory; after which, the Duke, having re- 
freſhed his troops, prepared to puſh, to the 
utmoſt, his advantage againſt che divided, 
diſmayed, and diſcomfited Bae. . 


Thus ended the a Battle of 
Haſting, in which the Engliſh, though de- 
feated, ſnewed, at leaſt, as much valour as 
thoſe by whom they were vanquiſhed ; but 
len expertneſs in the diſcipline and art of war. 

D 3 Yet, 
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Yet, their worſt: defect, ſeems to have been 
the want of a cavalry, equal to that of the 
Normans. It was their great inferiority, in 

this reſpect, which made'their purſuit of a 
flying enemy fatal to themſelves. © - Neverthe- 
leſs, neither the loſs they had ſuffered in this 
action, nor even the death of their King, 
would have finiſhed the war, could they 
have agreed under whoſe ſtandard they ſhould 


endeavour to maintain it: but the diviſions 


which had long diſturbed the kingdom, now 
proved fatal to it ; that want of unanimity 


among the leading men, with the rapid ape 


proach of the Duke to London, ſoon deter- 
mined the Biſhops and Nobility to receive 
him as their King, and to complete his 
triumph, Edgar Atheling, the only rightful 
heir, finding in his mind, no reſources againſt 
his ill ſtarred fate, delivered up to William, 
his n and e 


HasTING 
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HAzTING had Charters from Edward the 
Confeſſor, William I. and II. Henry II. 
Richard I. Henry III. Eqward I. Elizabeth 
and Charles II. Its preſent Charter was grant- 
ed by James II. by which it is incorporated by 
the ſtyle of Mayor, Jurats and Commonalty; 
Sir Deny Aſhburnham, Knight, being the 
firſt Mayor under this Charter. Before the 
time of Queen Elizabeth, the chief Ma- 
giſtrate was ſtyled Bailiff. The Mayor is 
choſen annually, on the third Sunday after 
Eaſter. This town has ſent Members to 
Parliament, ever ſince Edward III. They 
are elected by a majority of the Jurats and 
Freemen. The preſent Members are, 
Robert Dundas, Eſq. and John Stanly, Kay 
vn is alſo Recorder. 


| The entrance to Haſting, by the London 

road, from Fairlight Down, is one of the 
fineſt that can be imagined. It opens on a 
{ſmooth terrace from the Down, from whence 
is an extenſive proſpe&t of Pevenſey Bay, 
Beachy Head, Bourne. Hills, and a wide 
_—_— ſea. . When through the tyropike 


8 gate 
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gate, the Valley of Haſting appears iſco 
vering the upper Church, and the tops of 
houſes. A beautiful engraved view, taken 
from Haſting Hill, is here annexed, At the 
bottom of the hill you enter a pleaſant ſhady 
lane, on each fide of which are tall ſpread- 
ing trees, whoſe branches, in the ſummer, 
form an impenetrable arch, through which 
you enter to the town, conſiſting of twa 
parallel ſtreets of conſiderable length, rune. 
ning nearly north and ſouth, and opening to 
the ſea, with ſeveral leſſer ones interſected by - 
gardens, and a ſuburb, which extends along 
the beach. Between the two main ſtreets, 
runs à ſmall ſtream of water called the 
Bourne, which empties itſelf into the ſea. 
Here are a number of handſome modern 
built houſes, and from the ſpirit of improve- 
ment manifeſted at moſt watering places, 
more are likely to be ſoon built. A plan has 
been much talked of, for building a row 
of houſes, in a field called the Croft, that 
runs parallel with the main ſtreet, and com- 
mands a: fine view of the fea, which, thaugh 
it ſeem dropped for the preſent, there is no 
doubt, from the great increaſe of ſummer vi- 
| : fitants | 
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fitants, and the beauty of the ſituation, but it 
will be carried into execution in a few years. 
The ground has alſo been marked out for 
four new houſes, at the weſt end of the fort, 
which are expected to be begun this year ; the 
tenants of the old houſes having quitted, for 
the purpoſe of pulling them down. About 
three years ago, this town was new paved, 
which, by removing a number of obſtructions 
and nuiſances, has added greatly to its con- 
venience and beauty. 


The valley, in which the Town of Haſt- 
ings is built, forms a beautiful and ſpacious 
amphitheatre of an oval figure, ſloping to the 
ſouth; the houſes and gardens riſing gradual- 
ly to the eaſt and weſt, and the hills to the 
north. 


The whole is viewed to the greateſt ad- 
vantage from the eaſtern hill, above Mr. 
Hemets houſe. 


CHURCHES. 
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CHURCHES. 


HERE are two pariſh Churches, St. Cle- 

ments and All Saints ; about thirty years ago 
they were ſeparate livings, but being very poor 
ones, from the little land within the pariſhes, 
they were united into one Rectory, which 
does not much exceed 1001. per annum. 
'The living is in the private patronage of Sir 
Godfrey Webſter, Bart. and- the preſent in- 
cumbent is the Rev. Thomas Fuller, M. A. 
The Churches are both very ancient fabrics, 
though it is uncertain when they were built, 
as no account is to be found concerning them. 
In St. Clement's, commonly called the 
lower Church, are ſeveral curious inſcriptions 
in braſs and marble. 


On the north ſide of the chancel, within a 


large gilt frame, is one that deſerves to be 
recorded. 


« This Corporation having received many 

«« generous and great benefactions from the 
% Hon. Archibald Hutcheſon, Eſq. one of 
b | e their 


% 
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«« their Barons, in Parliament, in the reign of 
« her late Majefty, -Queen Ann, (of ever 
e bleſſed and glorious memory) and allo, ſince 
« his preſent Majeſty's acceſſion to the throne, 
* havecauſed this inſcription to be made for the 
e perpetuating their grateful ſenſe thereof: 


* they are obliged for his gift to 


« And to declare, that to him, 
* 100 
* repair the Church, 


« For his gift to build and increaſe? 
* the ſhips and veſſels of this 

© Corporation, for the benefit 5 
« of the poor, upwards ß ñů 


— 


« For his gift, as a perpetual fund, 
«tobe lent, without intereſt, to 
poor fiſhermen to enable them 

& to carry on their trade, 


N 


100 


_ & For his gift in paving, with]! 
** marble, wainſcoting, painting, 
*« and ceiling this Chancel, and) 
cc jn making and railing the 
= Altar piece. k 


— 
N 
WU 
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*« He alſo contributed towards the plate 
« uſed at the Altar, and the velvet covering 
1 for the Communion Table, and has been a 
ic benefactor to the free ſchool. Beſides 
which, there is lodged among the records 
* of this Corporation (as his gift) his col- 
« lection of Treatiſes, in relation to the Na- 
1 tional Punds and Debts, and ſeveral me- 
* thods for diſcharging the ſame, and his 
*© moſt ſeaſonable declarations againſt the late 
South Sea Scheme, and the wicked execu- 
« tion thereof, all which, at his own expence, 
* he publiſhed for the ſervice of his country.” 


Set up the 20th Jan, An. Dom. 1721.” 


Oppoſite the above, on the fouth fide, is 
2 handſome marble monument, to the me- 
mory of the late John Collier, Eſq. of this 


town. 


In this Church is, likewiſe, a very neat 
Altar piece, by Mortimer. On the ceiling, 
is a repreſentation of the heavenly regions, 
and underneath, at the corners, are the figures 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity, The font is a 
curious piece of antiquity, it is an octagon, 

| on 
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on the ſquares of which, are carved in relie- 
vo, the inſtruments of our Saviour's paſſion. 
The gallery was erected about ten years ago, 
by ſubſcription, and the pews diſpoſed of by 
lot, among the ſubſcribers. And for the 
convenience of the ſummer company, benches 
have been made and placed in the chancel, 
the congregation, being in general, too nu- 


merous for the pews. 


All Saints, or (as it is uſually called) the 
upper Church, is a much larger and loftier 
building, but contains nothing material, ex- 
cept the pulpit cloth, which was part of the 
canopy held over Queen Ann, at. her corona- 
tion; and an ancient grave ſtone at the upper 
end of the north aile ; the figures of a man and 
woman are cut on it in lines; it had an in- 
ſcription round the edge, which, except the 
word“ anno, is quite obliterated by the 
wear of feet. | 


It appears, there was formerly another 
church called St. Michael, and an hoſpital 
of St. Mary Magdelene, but no certain ac- 


counts are to be obtained concerning them. 
| And. 
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And upon the eaſtern hill, in a ſmall ſquare 
field, ſtood a Church, called St. George's ; 
the laſt remains of which, inconſiderable and 
of little account, were levelled by the late 
Rector, ſome twenty-five years ago. There 
had likewiſe been a Church or Chapel on the 
hill, juſt over the eaſt well ; human ſkele- 
tons, bones and fragments of buildings having 


been diſcovered at times, on the falling 
away of the cliff. 


TOWN HALL. 


HERE is a Town Hall or Court Houſe, 
erected in 1700, with a market place under 
it. In the Hall, is a ſhield bearing the arms 
of France, brought from Quebec, after the 
taking of that place, and preſented to this 
corporation, by General Murray; likewiſe, 
a frame containing a long liſt of the Mayors 
of Haſting. It commences in 1 500, at 
which time, a Bailiff was the chief Magiſ- 
trate, the firſt Mayor being ſworn in 1 560. 
Over the Mayor's ſeat, are the arms of 
Charles II. Here is a Cuſtom-houſe, a col- 


lector 
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lector and comptroller, and Cuſtom-houſe 
officers. In the fiſh-ſtreet, (commonly called 
the back-ſtreet,) are two houſes, famous 
for the reſidence of two diſtinguiſhed, though 
very oppofite characters, the gallant Ad- 
miral Sir CLouDpsLEY ' SHOVEL, —and the 
noted Tirvs OaTEs, though it muſt, in 
juſtice, be remembered, that the latter was 
not a natiye of * 13 


TOWN WALL. 


Tris Town was formerly defended, next 

to the ſea, by a ſtrong wall, which ran acroſs 
the valley from hill to hill, and had two gates, 
one at the bottom of the oak hill, the other to 
the eaſt ward, at the bottom of the fiſh- ſtreet: 
there are ſome remains of it yet ſtanding, at 
a place called the Bourne's Mouth, which 
runs from thence to the gate ſteps, near Mr. 
Capell's houſe, and proves it to have been of 
conſiderable ſtrength and thickneſs. To the 
eaſtward of the town, upon the hill, are the 
veſtiges of a Roman encampment, plainly 
diſcernable, It is of conſiderable extent, and 


appears 
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appears to have been very ſtrongly fortified, 
for which purpoſe the ſituation is admirable, 


THE CASTLE. 
Uron the hill, to the weſtward of the 


town, are the remains of a large and very an- 
cient Caſtle, in ſhape, neareſt two ſides of an 


oblique ſpherical triangle, having the points 


rounded off. The baſe or ſouth ſide, com- 


pleting the triangle, is formed by a perpendi- 


cular craggy cliff, in length, about 400 feet, 
which ſeems to have had no wall or other forti- 
fication: indeed, ſuch would have been entirely 
uſeleſs; nature having made it ſufficiently 
inacceſſable on the ſide oppoſite the ſea. The 
eaſt ſide, is made by a plain wall, without 
tower or other defenſe, and meaſures 300 
feet. Its adjoining ſide, which faces the 
north weſt, is about 400 feet; à perpendicu- 
lar let fall upon the ſouth ſide or rock, from 
the angle formed by the junction of the walls, 
meaſures about 260 feet, and the area in- 
cluded is about one acre and a quarter. The 
walls, which are no where entire, are in ſome 
places 8 feet thick. The gate-way was on 

the 
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the north ſide near the northern angle, but 
has been long demoliſhed. Near it, to the 


weſtward, are the remains of a ſmall tower, 
encloſing a circular flight of ſtairs ; | 


The tower that long had ſtood 

The cruſh of thunder and the warring winds, 

Shook by the ſlow but ſure deſtroyer Time, 

Now hangs in doubtful ruins o'er its baſe. 15 
| ARMSTRONG. - 


And on the ſame fide, farther on to the weſt, 
is a fally-port, and the ruins of a ſquare tower. 
Juſt within the fally-port is every appear- 
ance of an entrance to a vault, by ſteps 
which are now choaked up with rubbiſh. 
Behind the eaſt wall is a dry ditch, about 
60 feet deep, and 100 feet wide at the top. 


At what time the preſent building was 
erected, or who was the builder, does not ap- 
pear from either Leland, Camden or any of 
_ thoſe writers who have treated of the anti- 
quities of this county. From the ſituation 
of the ſpot, which ſeems extremely proper 
for the ancient mode of fortification, it is 
more than probable, here was feme ſort of 
fortreſs in very early times, long before the 

TW. coming 
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coming of the Normans. This conjecture 
receives ſome confirmation from a paſſage in 
the chronicles of Dover - Monaſtery, printed 
in Leland's Collectania, which ſays, That 
when Arviragus threw off the Roman yoke, 
he fortified thoſe places which were moſt 


convenient for their invaſion, namely, Rich- 
ren Cty Dover and Haſting. 


In che Hiſtory of Canterbury, written by 

Badmer, and publiſhed by the learned Sel- 
den, it appears, that in the year 1090, al- 
moſt all the Biſhops and Nobles of England, 
were aſſembled, by royal authority, at Haſt- 
ing, to pay perſonal homage to King William 
II. who was on his return to Normandy. 
Father Anſelm likewiſe attended, offering 
up his prayers to heaven for the ſafety of the 
King, during the voyage. But the King 
and N obles were detained here more than a 
whole month, the wind being contrary. 
During that interval, Anſelm conſecrated, 
in the Church of the Virgin Mary, (which 
is within the Caſtle walls) Robert Bloet, to 
the Church of Lincoln, by the approbation | 
of ſeven of his brethren, who ie at the | 


” ITE 21 "7 % 
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- Little more concerning this Caſtle occurs 
in hiſtory, except what is recorded of the 
free Royal Chapel, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, wherein, were a Dean, and ſeveral 
ſecular Canons or Prebendaries, to which, 
Henty de Augo or Ewe, (who lived in the 
time of Henry I.) was benefactor. It was ſaid, 
ayth Edward I. that the gift of the Prebends 
had been in the crown ever ſince the Barony. 
Haſting came into the King's hands; but before 
that, Conan Augi was Patron. In the 26th 
Henry VIII. the Deanery was valued at 20l. 
per ann. and all the: ſeven Prebends at 4rl. 
138. zd. The College and Deanery were 
granted 38 Henry VIII. to Sir Anthony 
Brown. It appears, bya patent, 5 Edward III. 
that the Dean had licenſe to build himſelf 
A g eee, nin the wall of wy Caſtle. 0 


pe in his + biber of Papal Uſing 
tions, mentions the following circumſtances 
relative to the Chapel here : he has like-. 
_ wiſe pierre the original writs. 


In the 8th King john, Tohit A. 
coming from Rome to lay claim to a Prebend 
* of 


* 
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of Haſting, ſued to the King, for licenſe and 
ſafe conduct to come into and return from 
England, which was granted upon this con- 
dition, that on his arrival, he ſhould give 
ſecurity, that he came hither for no ill to 
the King. nor fot any other buſinefs but that 
Prebend. 


, 10 the firſt year of Edward III. that King 
iſſued a commiſſion for viſiting the free 
Chapel, at Haſting, and placing a Dean 
therein; this commiſſion was directed to 
William of Feyerſham: and in the 27th of 
the ſatne reign, a writ was iſſued by the 
King, forbidding and reſtraining certain op- 
preflions, by the Biſhop of Chicheſter, of 

which, two Canons, William de Lewes and 
Walter de Tothythe then complained. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the fame year, the Biſhop pretend- 
ing, that as this Chapel was under his juriſ- 
diction, all the Prebendaries ought to he 
prefented and admitted by him : the King 
thereupon iſſued his writ to the Warden of 
the Cinque Ports, to enquire into the an- 
cient uſage, and to inform him thereof at the 

meeting of the next parliament, to which, 
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he adjourned the diſpute, and directed the 
Prebendaries to attend and defend their pri- 

vileges, and to make themſelves maſters of 
the ſtate of this queſtion, when Conan Augi 

was Patron. It ſeems, however, that it was 

not then determined; for in the next year, 
the Biſhop renewed his claim, and the Pre- 

bendaries were again directed to ſearch for 

Precedents. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
probably inſtigated by the Biſhop of Chicheſ- 

ter, now claimed from his Metropolitan 

authority, a right of viſitation ; but the King 
iſſued his prohibition, forbidding him to do 
any act that might infringe the rights of that 
Chapel: this writ was entered on the clauſe 
roll. The next year, the King being inform- 
ed, that notwithſtanding his prohibition, 
the Archbiſhop perſiſted in his viſitation, he, 
by a writ to Stephen Sprot, then Conſtable 
of the Caſtle, directed him not to permit 
the Biſhop or any from him, to exerciſe any 
eccleſiaſtical - juriſdiction within the free 
Chapel. In the 3 iſt of the fame reign, the 
Archbiſhop cited one of the Prebendaries for 
exerciſing that office on the King's preſenta- 
ow without being admitted by him or the 
E 3 Biſhop 


I 
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Biſhop of Chicheſter, during the ſuit and 
queſtion i in the King's courts, Whilſt things 
thus remained unſettled, the Archdeacon of 
Lewes attempted alſo to viſit this place, but 
was ſtopped by the King's s order. In the 
33d year of the ſame Kin g. the Archbiſhop, 
having excommunicated the keeper of Haſt- 
ing Caſtle, for, his. obedience to the royal 
command, in refuſing him admittance to 
viſit the Chapel, and during the abſence of 
the keeper, cauſed his Commiſſioners to viſit 
it and place therein a Dean: the King there- 
upon iſſued a writ, to ſummon the Arch- 
biſhop perſonally to appear before him at a 
day, to anſwer for theſe high contempts to his 
crown and dignity ; ; and another writ was ſent 
to Robert de Burgherſh, the Conſtable of 
Dover Caſtle, to go to Haſting and enquire 
into the truth of the premiſes, remove the 
new Dean, there placed unduly, to appoint 
another in his room, and to certify him the 
next parliament of all his proceedings therein. 
How this matter then terminated does not 
appear; but, in the reign of Henry VI. the 
Chapel, with its appendages, was put under 
the ish of the . of Chicheſter 


and 
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and the Archdeacon. From this Caſtle, there 
are a variety of beautiful and extenſive views; 


to the ſouth, a great extent of WY to: the 
weſt, Ee "idly eight © Nisca 


on, 4 
, 1 12 — 


THE PRIORY. 


A little to the weſtward of the Caſtle 
cliffs is a farm houſe, called the” Priory ; 
here was a Priory of black Canons, founded 
in the reign of Richard I. by Sir Walter 
Bricet, and dedicated to the Holy Trinity; 
ſome remains of old walls are yet to be ſeen. 
The Priory eſtate now belongs to Vip Horace 
Munn. | 


? Cloſe to the farm yard is a piece of water, 
which being drained off a few years ago, diſ- 
covered a large hole near thirty feet deep, 
with the remains of a fluice, deep gates, and 
immenſe large timber. 


AE sT ADE. 


Ha $TING had formerly a oak 1 harkous 4 ;” 


2 large wooden a I ran out in a fouth- 
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eaſt direction below, where the fort now ſtands, 
admitting large veſſels to lie and unload along 
ſide; but, about the beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's reign, this pier was deſtroyed by 
à ſtorm, ſince which time it has remained a 
Stade, as it now is. Camden ſays, in his 
Britannia, * that Queen Elizabeth granted 
tt A contribution towards the making a new 
* harbour, at Haſting, which was begun, 
* but the contribution was quickly converted 
© into private purſes, and the public good 
* neglected.” Very large pieces of timber, 
the remains of the pier are ſtil to be ſeen at 
particular times, at low water, when the tide 
has ſwept away the beach, covered by enor- 
mous rocks, which were brought - there 
to form the foundation; and three or four long 
rows of piles are viſible every day at half 


ebb, which ſhew the direction in which the 
pier ran. | 


The method of getting the ſloops and cut- 
ters up and down the Stade, 1s ſurprizing to 
thoſe who have never witneſſed any thing of 
the kind they are wound up by a capſtern 
with three or four horſes, and are then in 
general empty; but loaded when they go 


down 
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down, and the facility and expedition with 15 
which ſuch large heavy bodies (veſſels from 

po to 10o tons burthen) are moved is wonder - 
ful; pieces of wood well greaſed are laid for 
the veſſel's keel and fide to run on; a large 
wooden ſcrew ig then applied to her bows 
with which ſhe is ſet a going; when the 
has run as far as is thought proper, ſhe is 
ſtopped at pleaſure, by cables round the 
capſterns, the pieces of wood, called n 
are relaid, and ſhe is put in motion again,.— 
and ſo on, till ſhe is far enough to float when 
the ade returns. 


THE FORT. 
0 | 
AT the weſt end of the Stade is a Fort, 
that mounts eleven twelve-pounders, built 
about thirty-years ago; prior to which, there 
were two ſmall batteries; one, where Mr. 
Capel's houſe now ſtands ; and the Gunner's 
houſe, was built on the ſcite of- the other. 
The preſent Fort is an excellent barrier 
againſt the ſea, in violent gales of wind ; 
which would otherwiſe have broke into and 
conſiderably damaged the ſubrubs, particular- 
6 | ly 
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ly in January 1792, when there happened an 
extraordinary high tide, with a moſt furious 
gale of wind, at ſouth, which did a deal of 
miſchief, both here and at other parts of the 
coaſt. The oldeſt inhabitants never remem- 
bered the ſea flowing ſo high, as on that day. 
Some capſterns and rope ſhops, Which had 
ſtood for years unmoleſted by the tides, were 
tore up and waſhed along the ſhore. A large 
boat, of 1 or 20 tons burthen, that ſtood 
near the Bourne's mouth, was waſhed off 
of its wood, and thrown up againſt the 
houſes. The veſſels upon the Stade were all 
in great danger. The banks along the road 
to the weſtward of the town were all broke 
in upon, and in many parts carried away. 
The ſuburbs was a continued ſtream, the 
water coming through the houſes, carrying 
with it, tables, chairs, bureaus, &c. which with 
men, women and children wading about from 
houſe to houſe, formed a ſcene, at once diſtreſ- 
ſing and laughable. Fortunately, it happened 
in the day time, had it been in the night, the 
conſequences might have been much more 
diſaſtrous. | 


* 


THE 
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Or Haſting, is of a loamy quality, and, in 
many places, a ſtiff clay; 3, the chief grains 
| ſown, are wheat, oats,. and "barley. A con- 

| fiderable deal of wood and waſte lands, i in the . 
environs of this place, have been cleared and 
brought into culture, within the laſt ger 
or 2 years. 


c L IMAT Ee... 


Tux air of Haſting is accounted remark- 
ably pure and falubrious, which is evinced 
by the healthy looks and longevity of the in- 
habitants ; its ſituation is alſo admirable, 

being encloſed with hills oh all fides, but the 
ſouth, to which it lies open ; and the great 
quantity of garden ground which divides the 
two main ſtreets, admits a free circulation of 
air between the houſes. Indeed, few towns 
abound ſo much with gardens, ſcarce a houſe 
but has its ſpot of ground adjoining, forming 
at once, a ſource of health, pleaſure 5 profit | 


to its poſſeſſor. 
; ; TH E 
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THE POPULATION 


5 Or Haſting is pretty conſiderable for the 
fize of the town ; it is computed at about three 
thouſand ſouls ; in which number are inclu- 
ded between two and three hundred fiſhermen 
and other ſeamen, 


MINERAL WATERS. 


In the neighbourhood of this town 10 
ſeveral chalybeate ſprings, but their particu- 
lar virtues have not as yet been aſcertained. 


TRADE, 


Tux trade of this town, was formerly very 
confiderable. Fifty or ſixty years ago, they 
had veſſels which traded from hence up the 
Straits; the fiſhery was then much more 
_ conſiderable than it is now, eſpecially the 
| herting, of which, great quantities were dryed 
and exported. It has already been ſeen by 

the 


HASTING'S GUIDE: 6 
the ancient Charters; that boats went from 
thence, during the herring ſeaſon, to Var 
mouth, there to catch and dry their fiſh. 


They uſed, likewiſe, to go to the Notth'fores 


land and Margate, for the ſame purpoſe, 
though that cuſtom has been long dropped; 
and for ſeveral years paſt, a number of large 
boats come annually from Brighton to Haſting; 
where they ſtay the ſeaſon to cateh and ſell 
theit fiſh. Within the laſt thirty years, the 
fiſheries have very much declined, though 
there are now great quantities of herrings; 
mackerel and trawl fiſh caught, and ſent to 
the London markets in carts; as well as ſup- 
plying the country around; beſides, about 
1 500 barrels of herrings, of about 800 tothe 
barrel, that are annually dryed and ſent to the 

different markets, where, from their ſuperior 
flavour, they in general fetch a better price 
than any others. A trial has lately been 


made at exporting them, though, from s 


variety of unforeſeen - circumſtances, it does 
not appear to have anſwered the expect i 
that were formed ; yet, the' perſons concern- 
. _ moſtly monied men, it is to be 


* 


bours, or the day in the moſt delight- 
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' hoped; they will not be . mu” 
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: 


The ending * 3 about the 
Ern g-of Noveniber, and is generally over 
by the middle of December. The reader 
may form ſome idea of the extent and value of 
this branch of our fiſhery, even in its preſent 
decayed ſtate, on being told as a fact, that in 
one day, during the laſt ſeaſon, as many her- 
rings were landed on the beach, as ſold for up- 
wards of gool. After the herring voyage comes 
the trawl fiſning, which comprehends ſoles, 
place, ſkaite, thornbacks, maids, and ſome 
turbot. About May, commences the mac- 
kerel ſeaſon, and continues till about Auguſt, 
when'flat fiſh again comes in and employs the 
fiſhermen till the return of the herring voyage. 
Some whitings are caught here in the au- 
tumn, though not in any great quantity: but 
they afford excellent ſport to thoſe who are 
fond of angling: boats may be hired at a 
ſmall expence, with proper lines and hooks, 
a few herrings are eaſily procured for bait, 
and thus equipped, a party may paſs a few 


ful 
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ful manner; ſome cold meat and a few bottles 
of porter ought not to be forgot. The 
whitings will bite as faſt as you can let down 
your hooks, and in a few hours you may re- 


turn * with ln 


222 4 


A great deal of babe iron and grain are 
brought here from the country, to be export- 
ed coaſtwiſe, though the iron branch, 
(which conſiſted chiefly in cannon from the 
founderies, at Rotherſbridge and Athburn- 
ham, ) has failed conſiderably within theſe 
few years, owing to the great ſcarcity of 
wood for heating the furnaces ; for fince hop 
planting is become ſo Principal a branch of 
the farmer's ſyſtem, the woods that are now 
remaining, are chietly reſerved for hop poles. 


Ihe only imports of any conſequence, 

beſides fiſh, are coals, of which, the quantity 
has conſierably enereaſed fines Haſting has 
become the faſhionable ſummer reſort of the 
Nobility and Gentry. The following table 
will ſhewy the exports and ĩmports for eleven 
years, beginning with the year 1789, alfo 
the number of boats employed each year, in 

5 the 


4 
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HASTING'S/GUIDE. &@ 
oOf theſe boats, ſome are large and ſome 
ſmall ones, carrying from three to ſeven or 
eight men in each, according to the ſize. 


LIME COMPANIES AND 
BRICK KILN. 


HzReare two Lime Companies *, who to- 
| gether, burn upon an average, about 120,000 
| buſhels per year; the Kilns are ſituated ſome 
diſtance to the weſtward of the town: the 
chalk is fetched from pits in the neighbour- 
hood of Eaſt Bourne, in ſmall ſloops, of about 
40 tons burthen; which, with the men and 
boys who break the chalk for burning, em- 
ploy a great number of people fe for about Tor 
r adorn 4-5 8 bd 


air eh 9 
od 7% x iT , ' : t FEI 
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er Wes years ago, a hier was OY 
bliſhed here, under the firm of Tilden, Shad- 
well, Hilder, Harvey-and Gill, which. proves 
of Yor na; oh to the 2 and to 
* PF : the 


= Git i Gait gi the two companies have 
united themſelves into one. 
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the ſurhmer-vifitants, who are noi at no lo 
to get their! drafis diſcounted: ect 


BOAT BUILDING. 


A great number of fiſhing boats, long SY 
&c. are built here, for which the boat: 
. are eſteemed, famous ; A and the few 
cutters that have been built were much, . 
mie for hg bang of er rr. 
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Tur Market days are on Wedneſdays 
and Saturdays; they are well M in 
general, by the country Butchers, and afford 
plenty of fine meat, particularly South Dow] 
Mutton, which is eſteemed much ſuperior in 


flavour to any other; the town: is alſe well 


ſowls, butter, &c- at reaſonable prices; upon 
the whole, moſt articles are to be had as 
cheap at Haſting ap at any other town, 


„equally diſtant from the metropolis; many 
cheaper, 


31 4 & #4 - „ 3 x 2 
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cheaper, and would the principal families, 
in and near country towns; by dealing more 
with country ſhopkeepers, hold gut encou- 
ragement to ſell cheap, inſtead of ſending to 

London for the greateſt part of what they 
conſume, and for which they often pay 
dearer, excluſive of the carriage, commodi- 
ties of all kinds would be much more rea- 
ſonable; but ; where a tradeſman returns his 
money only once or twice in a year, he is under 
the neceſſity af putridg om a larger profit then 
unn, e312" 1 11 


in. 
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A thee Fairs in the hear, ane on 
Whitſan, Tueſday, dhe ſecand on che 26th 


and 27th. of July. called Rack Fair, and the 
third on the 2 3d November; but Rack. Fair 


is the only one worth notice, and that has 
fallen off conſiderably within the laſt 20 


years; it is for pedlars goods. 
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From London comes in every morning 
at ten o clock, Mondays excepted, and goes 
out every afternoon. at four, Saturdays 
excepted. | „ ä 


[7589 [9093 
mh SHIT £ 50 5160 ö £ ; 
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A digi Coach runs between 1 bn an 
Haſting every Monday, Thurſday and Satur- 
day, throughout the year; and on Wedneſday 
alfo, during the ſummer ſeaſon :—1it ſets out 
from the Swan Inn, Haſtm̃g, at five, and 
from the Bolt i in Tun Inn, F leet-ſtreet, Lon- 
don, at ſix in the morning the two Coaches 
meet at "Tunbridge about noon, ni 
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oo 


Two 8 (one from the White- 
Hart, the other from the Spur Inn, in the 


Boraugh,) ſet out every Thurſday morning, 
111 3 7 at 
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at two o Clock, B Landon; and arrive at | 


Haſting on Saturday [noon ; from whence, 
after delivering their goods, they return the 
ſame afternoon, and reach London on Wed- 
neſday morning. A Waggon likewiſe. goes, 
once a week, from he "Ou . ce 
to Lewes. ö Vr 


1 | 


a #& 


G © £L 


TuxzE hats or Hiya trade between 
London and Haſting, to carry goods ; when 
in the river, hoy: lye at in 5 War, 
1 — 


BATHING MACHINES. 


Tur Bathing Machines, (of which 2 

are twelve or fourtcen very good ones,) 
to the weſtward of the town, Cloſe to zo 
parade, on which is a ſmall don, called the 
Bathing- room, for the uſe of company, 
while waiting for the Machines. No water- 
ing place can excel Haſting in the conveni- 
ence of bathing ; few can . At low 
WS EM 
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water, there is a fine level ſand runs out 4 

great diſtance, and the ſhore is of ſuch a 
gentle gradual aſcent, that you bathe with the 
greateſt (eaſe and dafbty, either at high or low 
water. The fea here i at all times free 
from weeds: or dirt, which is ſo common at 
many other parts of the coaſt, and the water 
perfectly clear 28 pure. | 


i | 


ASSEMBLY RO OM. 


Henei is a very cond Aſembly Rows at ho 
Swan Inn, with a gallery for the muſic, the 
aſſemblies, during the ſeaſon,. are once a 
week, and the rooms, three ti.aes a week, 
with tea drinkings, every Sunday evening. 


LIBRARI E'S. 


Two Libearies bave been eſtabliſhed bere 
within theſe few years: they have each a 
Billiard Room adjoining, which, with the 
daily papers, and other accommodations, 
provided at a very con ſiderable expence, 
render them, at all times, a convenient and 


agrecable lounge. 
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Tur Wet pere ate numerous and 


600d, feveral new houſes havin g. within theſe 
15 or four years, been built for the purpoſe 
of letting ; ; and, as before Pr os, more are 
an contemplation, 7 


Has rIxd is abyndantly icy with 
moſt excellent freſh water. A little to the caſt - 
ward of the town is 2 ſpring, called the Eaſt 
Well, that iſſues out of the cliff, and is much 
eſteemed as very fine water; beſides which, 

there are ſeveral pumps; and the Bourne 


ſtreaw, which, runs through the middle of 
— toun, ig exceeding 1 56 for all en 


0 e iv#t 


waiks Ay RiDps. 


Taz country "rout Haſting abounds 
with variety of pleafant Walks 00 Rides; 


the ſea view, being moſt novel to rangers, 
they may begin their excurſicus by viſiting 


1G F 5 ſix 


Bexhil, 'or Beekes-Kill, a niedt EY about 
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ſix miles diſtant. Paſs the Bathing Room, 
under the Caftle cliffs” and over the white 
rock; a little beyond which are the remains 
of a ruin, on the edge of the cliff, ſuppoſed 
to have been St. Leonard's Chapel. About 
a quarter of a mile further on, at a place 
called the © Old Woman's tap, is the rock 
on which it is ſuppoſed William the Con- 
queror dined after his landing; it hangs over 
a pool of water, and ſtill retains the name of 
the Conquerors Table. n | 


Fromed on to 
BO PEEP, 


A public-houſe, by the road fide, where 
company may have an excellent diſh of 
tea and good cream, al freſco, and enjoy 
a fine proſpect of the ſea and Beachy | 
Head, from the hill behind the houſe. 
From Bo-peep to Bulverhythe is about 
a mile and a half over the levels; 
which, in winter, abound with ſnipes and 
wild fowl, and ſome plover. Here was 
formerly an Haven of the ſame name, but 
No remains of it are now v viſible. In A field, 

behind 
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behjnd the houſe, are the ruins of an ancient 
Church or Chapel. The white houſe on the 
cliff, known by the name of the Tent, be- 


longs to Mr. Pelham, from whoſe park ta 


this place is a private road. From 'hence, 


the road lies through ſome pleaſant ſhady 


lanes, but being in many parts very narrow, 
it is proper that a carriage ſhould have a 
horſeman ſome diſtance before, in order ta 
prevent other carriages from meeting where 
there is not room to paſs, 


BEXHILL 


Is fituated on an eminence, that com- 
mands a very extenſive view on every fide. 
Camden ſays, that this place was much 


frequented by Saint Richard, Biſhop of 


Chicheſter, whe died here. 


PEVENSEY BAY AND CASTLE. 


FROM Bexhill to Pevenſey is a gradual 
deſcent of about ſeven miles. This place, 
though now a ſmall village, was once a town 


of 
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of great eminenee, and a ſea port. It is 
reckoned among thoſe ravaged by Earl God- 
win, in the time of Edward the Confedor, 
and” gives its name to the Bay, and rape _ 
divifion in which jt is ſituated. An en- 
graved view is here annexed of this Bay, 
including Beachy Head, and the ruing of 


HFlaſting Caſtle, taken from the field which 


terminates the lane near Mr. dae 
farm. 9 | 


Pevenſey Bay is particularly famous for 
being the landing place of William the Con- 


queror, when he came to aſſert his right to 
the Crown of England againſt Herold, 


and had he come over with an intention of 
aſſiſting, inſtead of dethroning him, he 
could not have been permitted to land his 
troops with greater deliberation and ſafety ; 
the King being with his army oppoſing 
an invaſion in the North, and the navy 
withdrawn from the coaſt, owing to a re: 


port which the Duke had ſpread, of having 


laid afide his deſigns for that year. Miſer- 
able inſecurity ! but, we order thoſe matters 
otherwiſe now in Suſſex; this coaſt is now 

lined 
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lined with ti trot 00ps, "and a number of batteries, 


at proper e Which, with the 1 nume- 
rous volunteer corps that are every where 


aſſembling and arming for mutual defence, 
render a viſit from our Sans Culottes neigh- | 
bours a matter of much leſs moment and 
concern than i it was ſeven centuries 280. 


Tube only object worth particular notico 
here is the Caſtle, which is undoubtedly 
of very great antiquity ; built, as is evident 
from the number of Roman bricks employed 
in it, out of ſome Roman fortreſs ; but the 
name of the builder, with the date of its 
erection, are equally unknown, Some per- 
ſons, from the regularity of the ſtrata of 
Roman bricks, haye been indaced to think it 
of Roman conſtruction, | 


William the Conguetor? beg is kettled on 
the throne, gave this Town and Caftle to 
Robert, Earl of Morton, in Normandy, 
his brother by his mother's fide, and crea- 
ted him Earl of Cornwall, which he enjoyed 
with diverſe other honours during the reign 
of that King ; but, in the ſucceedmg one of 

6 William 
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liam Rufus, Robert took part with his 
brother Odo, Earl of Kent, in an inſurrec- 


tion in fayour of Robert Courthoſe, and 


held out this Caſtle againſt the King; but, 
on the arrival of the Royal Army, he ſurren- 


* gered and made his peace, He was a very 


deyout perſon, according to the ſtandard of 
piety of thoſe days, namely, benefactions to 
mogaſteries; for, beſide what he did for 
other religious houſes, he gave to the 
Abbey of Greiſtein, in Normandy, the 


. houſe of one Engeler, in this town, and 
granted to them in his foreſt of Pevenſel 


paunage and herbage, with timber for re- 
pair of their churches and houſes, and fue] 


for fire. | When he died 1s not known, 


He was ſucceeded in his poſſeſſions by 
William, Earl of Morton and Cornwall, 
who, on being refuſed the Earldom of Kent, 
by Henry I. joined with Robert de Beleſme, 
Earl of Shrewſbuty, i in a rebellion ; where- 


upon the King teized on all his poſſeſſions, 


razed moſt of his caſtles to the ground, and 
baniſhed him the realm. King Henry being 


_ thus poſſeſſed of this Town and Caſtle, 


gave 
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give them to Gilbert de Aquila, with all the 
lands thereunto belonging, which were, in 
allufion to the name of its owner, ſtiled the 
honour ef the Eagle. He was ſucceeded by 
his ſon Ricker or Richard, who engaging in 
an attempt to reſtore William, the ſon of 
Robert Courthoſe, to his father's honours, 
lis eſtates were forfeited, and this Caſtle and 
Town reverted to the Crown ; but his uncle 
Rotro' procuring his pardon from the King 
his eſtates were reſtored to him; t ring 
ſtandingwhich, he again engaged! in the ſame 
rebellion, and the King, having again - ſeized 
his lands and caſtles, ſettled them upon 
Henry, afterwards King, by the name of 
Henry II. Who affigned this Town and 
Caſtle of Pevenſey to William, ſon of King 
Stephen, who held them till Henry's ac- 
ceſſion to the Crown ; -and, in the 4th year 


of his reign, ſurrendered them to him upon 
condition” that he; the faid William, 'ſhould 
| have and enjoy, by hereditary right, all the 
lands that belonged to his father King 
Stephen, before he became King of England. | 
This honour” being thus put into the King's 
8 * he teturned them to Richard de 
i Aquila, 
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Aquila, whole poſterity enjoyed them ſome 
time quietly. In the fifth year of this reign, 
the Knights of Pevenſey paid to that King 
five marks, for what was then ſtiled a do- 
num, as appears by Maddax's Hie kee 

e“ et 1 net p 


. the Gxth, of King Fun, according to 


the fame authority,. Fevenſey among other 
trading towns, paid a quinxieme or tax, for 


its merchandiſe; and in the ninth of the ſame 

reign, the Barons of  Pevenſey fined forty 
marks, for licence to build a town upon a 
ſpot, between Pevenſey and Lan gley; the 
ſame to enjoy the like privileges as the Cinque 
Ports, and that they might have one annual 
Fair to laſt ſeven days, commencing on the 


Anniverſary of St. ene. £ the ra 1 A 
Market oy Jas + 0 


In the reign of > cok III. Cube de- 


Aquilla, the third of that name, held this 
honour, Who by many diſorders made 


himſelf obnoxious to the King; and paſſing 


over to Normandy, without the Royal li- 
cence, n took that opportunity of ſeiz- 


ing 
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ing upon all his effects, lands and caſtles. 
Among them was this honour, which ig 
the nineteenth year of his reign he granted 
to Gilbert Marſhall, Earl of Pembroke; 
probably, during pleaſure: for the ſame 
King, in the twenty fifth year of his reign, 
beſtowed it on Peter de Savoy, uncle to his 
Queen, in all likelihood on the ſame terms: 
and afterwards, ws. thirtieth of his reign, 


Hograted ian : the inheritance. ee 


came afirewards to » the Crown tojs 2 


Pear but King Henry again, in the goth of + 


His reign, gave this whale honour to Prince 
Edward and his heirs, Kings of England:; 
ſo that it * pe ſevered from the 
nen Lets hong) + 45 t ns 5113 
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Ibis a nk prian reign of Ed. 
ward II. Robert de Sapy was intruſted with 
this Caltle, as appears by the King's writ, 
recorfled in Madox, directing him to provide 
it with victuals and munition. Whether he 


was at that time Sheriff er Opoftable of the 
Caſtle dees not appsa . 
4 28. : 7 I Fa, p ©3 ZAR. 8. 6 4411 
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- Notwithianditg: the proviſo made by 
Henry III. to prevent its being ſeparated 
from the Crown, yet when John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaſter, and fourth ſon of King 
Edward III. married Conſtance, - the ſole 
heir of Don Pedro, King of Caſtile, in whoſe 


right he aſſumed the title of King of Caſtile ; 


he, upon ſurrendering the Earldom of Rich- 
mond, and all theeſtates and lands thereunto be- 
longing, had a grant general in tail of the Caſtle 
and Leucate of Pevenſey; as alſo of the free 
Chapel within the ſaid Caſtle ; which, upon 


his death, returned to the Crown, by the 


acceſſion of his ſon and heir, Henry IV. who 
ſucceeded King Richard II. ſoon after his 


father's death. Some part of this honour of 


the Eagle, ſays Camden, King Henry IV. 


gave to the family of the Pelhams, for their 
loyalty and ey auen they Rill _ 


Before he reign of ves I. this OY 
was a parcel of the poſſeſſions of the Duchy 
of Lancaſter ;- for that King, in the twerity 
ſiecond year of his reign, did; by his letters 
patent, under the ſeal of that Duchy, dated 
9723 A. grant to Edward, Earl of 
| Dorſet, 
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Dorſet, the offices of Steward of the honour 
of the Eagle, of the foreſt bf Aſhdown, 
Ciſtle of Pevenſey, and Portteave of Peven- 

fey, to m_ the ſame during! his life. 4 


- Poraniiy' Caſtle occupies a good deal of 
ground, nearly half as much as Dover; the 
keep is an irregular polygon or hexagon, 
flanked by round towers, with the entrance 


on the weſt fide, over a bridge, and is ſur- 


rounded by a ditch on all ſides, but the caſt. 
In the walls are e . or — f 
anne e 14. N 
1412 f | NA - 
There ate dub entrenbes to ad Gate; ohe 
at Pevenſey, on the eaſt; the other at Weſt-" 


* ca 
a 
, 


ham, on the weſt. The cireumference of 


the inner Caſtle is about ſeventy-five rod, 


and of the outer walls two Hundred and fifty. 


The inſide of the inner Caſtle eonſiſts prin- 


cipally of fix complete arches.in large towers 


or baſtions, of which, two are much larger 
than the others, which are ſuppoſed to have 
been the kitchen and refectory, or cating : 
room, from the ive af ke chimnies and the | 
EI; id gs D n 0G B84. £78 


r one io many ay —_—_— < = 
= | | * — 2 n * 
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The Bj ihop of Bayonne and his. forces 
ſuſtained a fix weeks ſiege in this Caſtle; bus 
for want of proviſions were obliged to ſur- 
render to William Rufus, This is perhaps 


the greateſt and moſt entire remains of 


Roman building in Graat ig. | 


This flach. formerly o famous for ſhip- 
ping, is now only acceſſible by ſmall boats, 


which croud W a rivulet to it. 


* n 1049, Spane, Earl of Oxford, and fou 
of Godwin, Earl of Kent, being obliged to 
fly into Denmark, for having enveigled 
Edgiva, Abheſs of Leominſter, out of her 
houſe, with an intent to marry her, contrary 
to the laws of thoſe times; returned with 
eight ſhips, and landed, at this town, where, 
having prevailed. on his couſin. Beorn to me- 
diate for him to the King, he took him into 
his ſhip to carry him to the King, who was. 
then at Sandwich, under pretence of making 
his peace; but Suane, having thus got him 
into his power, carried him to Dort, in Hel- 
land, where he inhumanly murdered him, 
and caſt has body into a ** ditch, covering 

6 it 
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it with mud. NEE Biſhop of W Winchet- 


| ter, obfained hit pardon for alluring k Edgiva ; 
but his own conſcience could not pardon h 


ry BUR 41 


treacherous cruelty 1 in murdering Beorn, his 
kinſtnan nan, until he underwent the penance « of 
gain 8. to Jeruſalem barefoot, i in whch j jqurney, 

t fo much cold that he died thereof, 


2 4 V4 + 


7 ici, in bis return ome, 


17 MALTZLAE 31 


418 1} £4 


Return 4 the marſhes, by Wartling 
Hill, to 


beuge 1. 
Lordſhip and eſtate g Sadie Fark 


K 406, — 


$ by _ book. 
th e bee erfain, 


but 74 s, tha at Roger de Fienges made 
1 — ouſe here his ſeat, and, obtained 


kIaBk5t iw 4 G6 A964-S8 #4 + 


a licence from King '6 Henry, VI. to. make. a 1 
Cattle of it it, 77 n — — the Park with ſix 


e he | 


_ 


1367 1441 


hundra "acres 0 land, It is the, lar ſt an 


181 neee 20 14 


frank p eſt piece of brick-work i in the Gr Ras | 
0 


4 4 wah AT STEPS; 


r the time it © has been built. There is 


2 22˖ꝰ”᷑—⅛ͤ3 1 4d 144 114 4 a * 2. 


deep mote round it, which has been kept dry 


<< *£ „ 4+ £44 booed. 2% 


for many years, and the lides planted Uich 
1 fruit 


Party; who were e in the fact, but alſo 
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Fruit trees. The rooms in chis houls wets 
ſpacious and lofty, from one of which, the 


well known Comedy of the Drummer, or 


Haunted Houſe, took its riſe ; but about 


twenty years ago, the whole of the inſide, the 


timber, window frames, &c. of this noble 


and ancient building, were taken down by the 


preſent proprietor, a Mr. Hare, in order to 
build a more modern edifice, at another part 


of the Park. 


This Park i is will locked with [Wn 
which have been eſteemed ſome of the largeſt 


and fineſt in the kingdom. Adjoining ſtands 


a Church, in which are ſome curious monu- 


ments of the Lords Dacres, formerly owners 


of this place; particularly one of Thomas 
Lord Dacre, who going out one night, with 
other young folks, to take a deer out of his 
neighbour's, Sir Nicholas Pelham's, Park, a 
fray enſued between the Park keeper, and a 
party with which he was not; in which one 
of the keepers received an unfortunate blow, of 
which, after. ſome days, he died: this was 
adjudged murder, and not only thoſe of that 


thoſe 


HASTING'S GUIDE. F 


thoſe who were about, were equally guilty ; 
and, in conſequence, this Lord Dacre ſuffer- 
ed death. He was much pitied from his 
excellent character, and being only twenty 
four years of age; and the King's rigour 
much diſapproved for not ſhewing mercy. 


' OLD ROAR, 


ABouT two miles to the north weſt of 
Haſting is a fall of water, known by the 
name of the Old Roar, in the middle of 
a thick wood. It is a ſmall ſtream which 
riſes a conſiderable diſtance off, and runs un- 
noticed, till it arrives at a rocky precipice in 
the wood, over which it falls perpendicularly 
about 40 feet into a baſon below; the ſituation 

is beautifully romantic; for after long heavy 
rains a large body of water tumbles over with 
a tremendous roar, that is heard half a mile off. 
The road to it is by Stell's Library, over the 
weſtern hill; paſs the windmill; leaving the 
hop gardens to the left, through Mr, Hoven- 
den's farm, from which, it is diſtant about 
a mile and forms a moſt delightful morn- 
Tng's walk. | 
G63 ”, MN 
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THE GOVERS. 


. * 


A little elevated above the beach, under a 
* ſtupendous cliff, about two miles to 
the eaſtward, ſtands a ſolitary Cottage, called 
the Govers, from a wood cloſe by, which 
runs along tho ſhore, farther caſt. Here, 
in ſtormy weather, the raging ſea ruſhes 


furiouſly againſt the bank, threatening. to 


undermine it, and over-whelm the inhabi- 


tants with inſtant deſtruction. : 'Tis an ad- 
mirable fi tuation for an Hermit, 


2282 +» L: 5%» | 
ſ 


e Tn theſe *drear” ſolitudes - - -, 
6 Where tz Ws comemplation dwells. - 
us Perz. | 


A ts winds through, the wood. upon. 


the hill; thence turn to the right, and gain 


the ſummit,” a little below which, on, the 


other fide, a winding track leads to a receſs, 
over e the wood, known by. the name 


Ft 12 2¹ * * 10 1 14 1 


of the 
„* 81 


LOVERS: 


& 


8 
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LOVERS SEAT. 


From having been the rendezyays of two 
ür Lovers. 


« Now of had! Haley chang his aa: igbite, 
Unmark'd by all but beauteous Emm $. ches; 1 
Of had found means alone to ſee the dame, 
Aid at her feet to breathe his am'rous flame; 
And oft the Pangs of abſence to remove 
| By letters, ſoft Interpreters of love; "She | 
Fill time and i induſtry (the mighty two. 1 
That bring our wiſhes nearer to our view) | 
Made him perceive that the inclining fair, 

Received his vows with no reluctant ear; { EY 

That Venus had confirm'd her equal reign, 

HC Eaung's beart a ſhare of Henry's pajn, a 
Px1os. 


WU. 


The ſituation of this enchantin 8 ſp ot is 
perhaps not to be equalled any where; 


beneath your feet is a ſtupendous precipice; 


at the bottom is a wood, tlie vendure of 
which relieves the eye, and takes off from 


the horror, inſpired by the craggy. height, 


and before you is the wide expanſe of waters, 


wy which, from that elevated Ration, a 


G4 OM finer 
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finer fight cannot be imagined. The fol- 
lowing beautiful and ſublime deſcription of 


a ſtorm from Oſſian, may not here be 


thought mal - a-· propos. 


© The ſtorm gathers in the weſtern i= and fpreada 
« its black mantle before the Moon. It comes for- 

« ward in the Majeſty of darkneſs, moving upon the 
wings of the blaſt. The lightning from the riſted 
« cloud flaſhes before it; the thunder rolls among the 
« mountains in its rear. All Nature is reſtleſs and uneaſy. 


6% The Ox Bes wakeful on the 13 moſs. He hears 
« the ſtorm roaring through the branches of the trees— 
« he ſtarts and lies down again. 


The Heath Cock lifts his head at intervals 3 and returns 
* It under his wing- | 


«© The Owl leaves her unfiniſhed dirge; and fits ruffled 
« in her feathers, in a clift of the blaſted oak. 


« The famiſhed Fox ſhrinks from the ſtorm, and ſeeks 
l the ſhelter of his den. | 


« CITATION leaps from his caller, _- the 


« lowly hut. He raiſes his decayed fire. His wet dogs 
4 ſmoak around him. He half opens his cabin door, 
and looks out; but he inſtantly retreats from the 

10 terrors of the night; | | 


1 Now the whole ſtorm Anh, The n tor⸗ 


. rents join their impetuous ſtreams. 
Fs | W-3 „ The 
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The Sea rover pauſes on the beach. With a face of 

wild deſpair he looks around: he recollects neither 
* rocks nor precipiees; ſtill he urges his bewildered 
way: he trembles at the frequent flaſh. The thun- 
06 der burſts over his head. The mountain billows 
4 roar aloud. He attempts the rapid ford, OOO 


1 that ſcream It was the ſhriek of death, 


* 1 

How tumultuous js the foaming ſurge. The * r 
40 22 laſh the rocks; while the 2 — 
« is daſh'd on the inhoſpitable ſhore, | ew Ty 


« What bei ſhade is that fitting on the lonely 
beach. I juſt diſcern it, faintly ſhadowed out by 
- * the pale beam of the moon, paſſing through a thin 
_  # xobed cloud. It is a female form. Her eyes are 
« fix'd on the waves. Her. diſhevelled hair floats 
| « looſe around her arm, which ſupports her penſive 
 #f head. Ah ! mournful Maid Doft thou ſtill expect 
« thy lover over the briny ocean. Thou ſaweſt his 
« diſtant bark. at the cloſe of the day, dancing ee the 
« feathery wayes ; thy breaſt throbs with ſuſpenſe; but 
« thou knoweſt not yet that he lies a corple upon the 
* "i ſhore. 


Fre the Lovers Seat, either deſcend 
through the wood to the beach, or return 
along the valley up to Mr. Hilder's farm 
houſe, from which is a noble proſpect of the 
ſea to a conſiderable diſtance, eaſt: and welt. 


Return 
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Return home by Mr. Milward's farm, or 
 Arike off to Fairlight Down; and fo to Haſt- 
ing by tlie turnpike road, 


| To thols-wito ard ford: of walking, a va- 
riety of paths preſent themſelves in every 
direction, through a country beautiſully 
variegated with hills and valleys, woods; and 
rivulets ; abounding every where with the 
moſt enchanting views and pictureſque 
| ſcenery. ;. Eccleſbourne and the fiſh- - ponds, 
to the eaſtward; the hop gardens to the 
north weſt, together with ſeveral others 
nearly in the fame direction, will afford ample 
gratification to the amateurs of a romantic 
are | | 


Come, my companions, ye who feel the charms 
Of nature and the year ; come, let us ſtray Nt 
« Where chance or fancy leads our roving walk : 
Come, while the ſoft voluptuous breezes fan 
Tho fleecy heavens, enwrap the limbs in bam, 
| * And hed a chucminglngaur of er the ſoul, * 


« But if the todlfarne walk o er hill and dale 
; « Exceed your ſtrength” „ 
* =" = "= % mount th' exulting - Need | 5 
| ARMSTRONG, 


The 
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The Rides about Haſting are numerous, 
pleaſant, and extenſiye; to fay nothing of the 
ſhort morning excurſions near town, of which 
thete arg many; the roads to the villages of 

Breed, Weſtheld, Hollington, and many - 
©thers, lie through a moſt charming country, 
diverſified with unbounded. landſcapes, and 
a nature s hoioeſþ ſcenes, 


F ALRL EG H 7 Orr N. 


| FroM Hegg to hn. at; on 


Fairlight Down, is about two miles; a 
Pleaſant walk, or an eaſy ride. About an 
hundred yards ſouth; eaſt. from the, mill, 
among the furze, is a large ſtump. This is 
the. moſt elevated part of the Down, and was 
one of General Roy's ſtations, for determin- 
ing the relative ſituations of the obſervatories 
of Greenwich and, Paris. 


From hence, the view on every fide is, 
ſearcely to be paralleled in the kingdom. The 
Britiſh Change], from Beachy Head to the 
ſouth: TINY 3 . an, unbounded praſ- 

pet, 


0 
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pect, fave where Boulogne hills uplift their 
duſky fides. Juſt under the foreland lies 
Dover, whoſe pier heads may be ſeen on a 
clear day; but it ought here to be obſerved, 

that the evening, about an hour or two before 
ſun ſet, is the proper time for enjoying the 
views from this ſpot, in their greateſt beauty. 
At this time, the lengthened ſun beams juſt. 
gild the mountains' brow, and point where 
the village ſteeple riſes with majeſtic gran- 
deur, aboye the deep emboſomed wood, 
Every houſe and cottage now rears its head 

amidſt the ſurrounding verdure. 


* Heavens! what a goodly proſpect Ipreads around, 
Of hills, anddales, and woods, and lawns, and ſpires. 
And glittering towns, and “ ocean wide,” till all 
*«,The ſtretching pic into ſmoke decays ! ” 

| THOMPSON. 


The towns of Winchelſ, Rye, Lydd, 
New Romney, Tenterden, and Villages in- 
numerable, may be ſeen from this ſpot on a 
clear eyening ; acroſs Rye Bay is Dungeneſs 
Point, on which ſtands the Light Houſe, 
a beautiful and lofty new building, furniſhed 
with reflectors that throw a light to a great 
diſtance ; notwithſtanding which a number 

X of 
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of veſſels ate wrecked there in thick ſtormy = 


weather. The old Light Houſe was firſt 


neee James. 


i Deſcend F airlight Dom ae fans 
pleaſant lanes to the n of ue, near 


which, is 


1 1 011901. 
BR 0OMHAM PARK, 


Tur fat of Sir William Aſhburntiam, 
Biſhop of Chicheſter, A family of very high 
antiquity in this country.” The Houſe, Park, 
and Gardens are wall 1 viewin 8. From 
— Ae 6 5 0 


\WINCHELSEA. /ooe TY 


the two ancient towns; and by Johnſon, in i 
his Atlas, it is reported to have been a city 
in the time of the Romans, included with 
Rye, under the land of Staninges. It was, 
as appeareth by a Charter of Henry III. 


given by Edward the Confeſſor to the 


Abbot and Monks of F iſchamp, 4 or Feckam, a 
in 


projected by Mr. Allen, a ob of 


ef — 


3 7 Pig ile \ This. is one hw 


— — 8292 35 1 * 


— = wy >< 
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in France, and afterwards granted and ton? 
firmed by King William and King Henry; 

with their liberties, free cuſtoths, pleas; 
plaints and cauſes ; but after that, by King 
Henry III. in the 31ſt year of his reign, ex- 

changed with the faid Abbot and Monks, 

for the Manor of Chileeliatn, of Cheltenham 

in Glouceſterſhire, 'and taken into his own 

hands. | | 


The ſcite of the firſt town, called by this 
name, is ſuppoſed to be near the Comber 
point, upon a ſpot which is now overftowed. 
Tradition informs us, that about the middle 
of the 13th century, the inhabitants were 
driven by the ſea from this ſituation; and an 
old book, without a title page, Which was 
lately * in the poſſeſſion of a reſpeQuble in- 
| babitant, has the followig paſſage.” 


«If the Month of October, in FTW 
. the moon _ man * the 
| | ſea | 

of This bock was lent to the late 18 of 


Suſſex, and returned by him (as is the frequent  pradtice} 
from Officer to Officer, but, unfortunately, never reached te 
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ſea paſſed her accuſtomed bounds,” flowing : 
twice without ebb, and made ſo hotrible-w 
noiſe, that it was heard à great way in- land 
not without the aſtoniſumont of the oldeſt 
men that heard it. Beſides this, at darko 
night, the fea feemied to be a light five 
, = to burn, and the waves to beat with one 
another, inſamuch, that it was paſt the muri 
ner's fill ta ſave. their hips: and to mit 
others, at 2 pace called Hucheburn (probu- 
bly Eaſt or Hither- Bourne) three noble andi 
famous ſhips were ſwallowed up hy the vi- 
teat riſing of the waves, and werovdrownet | 
And. at Winchelſea, a cortain haven, euſt- 
ward, beſides cattages fot filt, fiſllertmen' s. 
huts, bridges and milla, aboue three Hundred 
houſes, by the violent än 85 of the waves, 
vere. drowned. Jorge nd Seng » 


Ia a book reruaining withehe 1 
town of, Rye, is the following Paſſagę,, which, 
though, it differs in point of, date with the 
former, yet agrees in the: main. point, of, the, 
taypybejng drovmned,. | 


* * remembered; that in the year of a Y 
Lord 1287, in the eren of St Agath, the 
V 
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Virgin, was the town of Winchelſea drowned; 

and all the lands between Climeſden and the 
vocher of Hithe. The ſame year was ſuch 
plenty of corn, throughout all the counties 
of England, Scotland, and Wales, that a 
W- * wheat was ſold for two res 
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** this dns event, eg at laſt 
ſudden, appears to have given. warning of its. 
approach, for we are not informed that the 
lives of the inhabitants were loſt, or, perhaps, 
much of their moveable property. On the 
contrary, we arè told, that they formed a new: - 
ſettlement, and purchaſed part of the pariſh 
of Ickleſham, : moſt advantageouſly choſen to- 
defend them from a like Wannen N 2135 


af ora 
This kill, on wich the prelnt town = 
Winchelſea ſtands, is about a mile and a half 
from the ſea, and is ſuppoſed to have borne 
_ - the name of Higham or Petit Tham, as does 5 
the Manor at this day, in contradiſtinction 
of the other part of the pdriſh; called Icclefſ- 
ham or Eccleſham, from the ſituation of the 
Church. That it was purchaſed, of, and annexed 
to N is ſu re by ſtrong colla- 
teral 


„ 
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teral teſtimony, for the Vicar of Iceleſham 
actually receives an annual penſion, from his 
Majeſty's Exchequer, in ſatisſaction, as it has 
always been underſtood, for the tythes of that 
part of this pariſh, which the inhabitants of 
Old Winchelfea were allo , to purchaſe, 
and annex to e | 


The hill is near two miles in citcumfe- 
rence, and regularly divided into ſquares, | 
containing about two acres. and a quarter of 
ground. The number of theſe is now un- 
known, but as far as thifty nine, may be 
pretty well aſcertained, The houſes formed 
the outline, with gardens behind them; and 
the ſtreets, which are ſpacious, interſe& _ 
every where at right angles. This plan was 
admirably adapted both to health and conve- 
nience, and when in full population, muſt 
have had an elegant and beautiful appear- 


Each of the three approaches, is fortified 
by a gate, called Newgate, Strandgate and 
Landgate, whoſe Maſonry, is at this time, 
in tolerable preſervation, and as long as the 
0 ſurround- 


. 
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ſurr ounding devel, was.overflowed by the ſea, 


this was a ſufficient defence; nor is there the 


ſmalleſt veſtige of any other. The former 
of theſe gates is diſtant from the two latter 
about three quarters of a mile, and theſe re- 


— ſpectively from each other, about a quarter 


of a mile. It muſt here be obſerved, that 
the preſent road to Iccleſham led only to a 
Wharf or Dock, at the bottom of the hill, 
and therefore wanted no * for the u- 


rity of the town. 


In the reign of Edward III. Anno 1358, 
the F rench attacked and deſtroyed the town 
in part, and in the reign of Richard II. 


Anno 1379, they landed again, and as it 
appears from the firſt mentioned book «flew 


all ſuch as did oppoſe them, Fg no order, 


age, or ſex.” 


lem the wort interval 'berween theſe 
calamitous events and the foundation of the 


town, it may reaſonably be queſtioned, if it 


was ever completely finiſhed; but the many 
ſpacious vaults which have been found, ſome, 
caſually within theſe few years, are a ſuffi- 


cient 


„ 
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cient evidence that it was numerouſly, if not 
fully inhabited. Queen Elizabeth, in a tour 

ſhe made along the coaſt, in the year 1573, 
paſſed. through this town, and was ſo much 
pleaſed wth. the place and ſituation, that ſhe 
called it Little Daaden. nn nid 


A 1 traflick. * pl . 
been carried on, but of what ſort, is only 
conjecture; though from its relative ſituation 
to Boulogne ſur mer, and from ſimilar yaults 
there in uſe at this day, it is not improba- 
ble, that this was the mart for French wines, 
imported to England, before Mc ne of 
e was eee | 


; SI «i[0s +43 
; Es +4. he 8 4 


which, as Lambard affims, were by ub g 
within memory, when he wrote, which was 
in 1575, are a further evidence of its popu- 
lous and advanced ſtate. They were dedi- 
cated to St. Leonard, St. Ægidius or Gyles, 
and St. Thomas, probably à Beckett, a 
Saint, who was in great repute about this 
time. St. Gyles, with the Church yard, 
occupied a ſquare on the weſt ſide of the 
& - & Uk 8 bil, 
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hill, but the Church has been for time 
immemorial 4 heap of ruins. Theſe ure 
now ſo intirely removed, that no veſtige of 
it remains; though the ſeite is well known. 
St. Leonard's Church was ſituate on a bold 
promontory, extending itſelf irregularly to- 
wards the weſt and ſouthweſt. The eaſt 
fide of the tower has, to this day, withſtood 
the impetuous winds to which it is expoſed ; 
but the other parts arelevel with the ground. 
This pariſh, which is very ſmall, is in the 
liberty of Haſting. The Church of St. 
Thomas, with the Chureh yard, docupies 
one of the center ſquares, and, if we may 
judge from its remains, was a large and beuu- 
tiful building. The Chancel, which is ſpa- 
cious and lofty, is now aled by the Pariſh- 
toners for their place of worthip. The walls, 
on the ſouth and weſt, are finely ſpread with 
Ivy, which has a folemn and majeſtic. appear- 
ance. The north and ſouth tranſept is ſtill 
a fine ruin, but there are no traces of any 
thing more. The inſide of it is regular and 
elegant, but in want of ſome advantages, 
which the preſent ſtate of the Pariſh does 
not * Ago part of the land- being 
loſt, 
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loſt, by the encroachments of the ſea, and 
more rendered uſeleſs every day, by the drift- 
ing of the ſand. The ſouth aiſle contains 
two monuments of Knights Templar,” who, 
if they are actually buried here, muſt have 


been among the lateſt of their famous order; 


and alſo, a modern one, to the memory of 
John Stewart, Eſq. late commander of the 
Mount Stewart Eaſt Indiaman. The mid- 

dle aiſle is the longeſt and moſt ſpacious, but 
contains nothing remarkable. In the north 
are twomonuments of Monks, as appears from 
their habit, but who, or hat they were, is 

uncertain; and in the Veſtry room is an- 
other Kni ght 1 par, "in in excellent ge 
vation. | | 


2 * _ » * 


At we f ſouth meY corner of the Church 
yard ſtood a ſquare tower, detached from 
any building, which, probably, contained the 
bells; but, being uſeleſs and dangerous, 
with the conſent of the Bifhop and Patron, 
it was lately removed by the. Rector. The | 
Living is in the private patronage. of the 
Right Rev. Sir William Aſhburnharn, 
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cumbent i is the Rev. Drake Hollin gberty, 
M. A. | 


Albion were tie i to Tradition, 
fourteen or fifteen Chapels, which, . proba- 
bly, belonged to as many religious houſes. 
The gabel ends of ſeveral of them are now 
ſtanding, and the remains of many others 
are eaſily diſcoverable. The moſt perfect 
is that which is now called the Friars, the 
property of Mr. Holford, a great part of 
whoſe Chapel is ſtanding, and particularly 
an arch of uncommon extent and beauty, 
but the Cloyſters are taken away, and 
the cells converted into a family houſe, 
occupied by the Luxford family. This 
Monaſtery is ſuppoſed to have been 
founded by William de Buckingham, who 
dedicated it to the Virgin Mary. Its poſſeſ- 
ſions were confirmed by Edward III; and 
according to Tanner, it was a houſe of Grey 

Friars. In the Collect. Anglo-Minorit. 
P. 2. page 12. it is ſaid to be the third houſe, 
in the cuſtody of London, in the old cata- 
logue of the F ranciſcan order. After the 
| OE Inns in the 36th 

1355 L of 
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of Henry VIII. to William Clifford, , ad | 


Michael Wildbore. - 


The 1 eſtabliſhment of this town 


is the ſame as Rye, and all the Cinque Ports, 


and ſtill enjoys many privileges and exemp- 
tions in common with the reſt. The preſent 


Mayor, or chief Magiſtrate, is Thomas 


Martin, Eſq. From the circumſtance” of 
no limb or member being attached to 
Winchelſea, as there are to the reſt of the 


* 


? 


ports, it ſhould ſeem, that this town. was 


formerly of greater importance than the other 
ports, not requiring any afliſtance to defray 
the expence of furniſhivg its quota of ſhips 
and men. Compared with What ſhe was, 
her preſent ſituation is a melancholy con- 
traſt; reduced to a village, containing about 
four hundred inhabitants, and deſtitute of all 


privilege of ſending two Burgeſſes to parlia- 
5 ment. ; 4 a LEGS IEF. FP 10 0951 


The preſent members are, Richard Bar- 


well, Eſq. and —— Addington, Eſq.” The 


Seal of the Town is a curious piece of an- 
; digg, On one fide appears the front of a 
| H 4 ' beautiful 


trade and comnierce; but till retaining the 


- 
—— — R = 


. 
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besutiful gothic Church, probably that of 
St. Thomas, CT mad enriched 
with the figures of ſeveral Saints, in niches, 
and other hiſtorical embelliſhments. Around 
it is the following diſtich of Monkiſh verſe. | 


| Egidio; Thom, luqum pleb s cantica prome 
+00 * 4 in Angaria grex ſuus mne, via. 


on che reverſe is a ſhip. of war, rigged 

- and manned, probably after the model of 
thoſe ſent by this port. Around it is this 

inſcription : : s | . 


Sigillum Baronum domini 1 Regis Anglia de Winchelſea. « 


There were formerly two markets, ont „one 
for cattle, kept on a ſpot which ſtill 
retains the name of Monday's Market: the 
other on Fridays, for Batcher's meat, and 
other neceflaries; but both are, at preſent, 
anfrequented. There is likewiſe an annual 
Fair for ſtock and pedlary goods, on the 
14th of May, which, though diminiſhed, - 
Is ſtill of ſome reſort. | 


This lack; Shourh now „ 0 n con- 
tains a number of genteel families, and ſome | 
$00 — Here was formerly a conſider- 

able 
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able manufactory of Cambricks, which o- 
cupied part of one of the old ſquares ;' but 
the proprietors, after exhauſting the grtateſt 
part of their capital, in erecting workſhops, 
and two large houſes, (now the property of, 
and inhabited by, the Rev. Mr. Holling-' 
berry, and —=— Denne, Eſq.) for the prin- 
cipal managers failed, and the whole was 
let to Meſſts. Kirkman, Nouaille, and Clay, 
who eſtabliſhed an Italian Crape Manufac- 
tory, and carried it on with gteat ſucceſs fot 
a number of years. Since that has been 
given up, the buildings have been converted 
into barracks for the troops quartered there. 


It was here, that the two noted Weſtons 
reſided for ſome months, in great fplendour, 
prior to their being taken into cuſtody, and 
where indeed they were firſt diſcovered. 
They came here under the aſſumed names 
of Mr. Johaſon, and Mr.; took the 
Friars, making à very genteel appcaranch; 
with their hunters, and ſervants in lixery 3 
by which means, and the philanthrophick 
hoſpitality of the inhabitants, they were ſoun 
received into the genteeleſt company of the 
' place; gave grand entertainments, and fo 

| far 
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far ingratiated themſelves into the general L 
good opinion, that one of them, Mr. CO 
ſon, was actuall/ made Church. Warden. 


"FG hence, take the road 8 * 
Strandgate ; paſs the New Harbour over 
a draw bridge, erected about thirty years ago, 
on making this cut up to Rye ; but after 
' ſpending immenſe ſums of money here and 
at Rye, the whole works have proved nearly 1 
uſeleſs, both the cuts being choaked up 
with ſand and beach; but the ſea, as if to 
make ſome recompence for the money ſo uſe- 
leſsly laviſhed, has opened a nook, a little to 
the eaſtward of the New Harbour, capable 


of receiving a number of loops, and other 
ſmall craft, 


1 


-WINCHELSEA CASTLE. 


When over the! bridge Aike into this 
Marſh, where, at an equal diſtance between 
Rye and Winchelſea, but not far from the 
ſea, ſtands Winchelſea or Camber Caſtle. 
This is one of thoſe Caſtles built by King 
Henry VIII. for the protection of the coaſt. 

It is thought by ſome to have been built on, 
r 1 or 
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or with the ruins of a more ancient fabrick 5 
and is ſaid to have coſt twenty three thouſand 
pounds. It has long been diſmantled, and 
is now in a very ruinous ſtate, but the ſouter- 
reins, which are extenſive, are tolerably 
complete. It belongs, at preſent, to Sit 
William Aſhburnham, D of _ 
eſtate on which it is built. ai bonn 


» 


* | 
* 
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139 on to 0 Rye, * named from. the 
_ Britiſh word Rhy, ſignifying a ford, and i im- 
porting the place where the, rivers of Rother 
and Ree were yet fordable. This is one of the 
two ancient Towns, enjoying like privileges 
with the reſt of the Ports. It ſends two 
members to parliament. The town, which 
is built on a hill, conſiſts of ſeveral ſtreets. 
In the time of Edward III. it was encloſed 
with walls, part of which, on the weſt ſide, 
are yet ſtanding; as is likewiſe the land, or 
north gate, leading into the country towards 
Kent; the poſtern gate leading to the New - 
Conduit; the ſtrand, or ſouth gate leading 
towards Winchelſea, where the Old Harbour 
was, and the gun garden, adjojping to Ipres 
Tower, 


old Church yard. Henry VII. viſites Rye 
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Tower, built by William de Ipre, Earl of 
Kent, and from him ſo called; fince pur- 


chaſed by the Corporation, of one Mr. New- 


berry, about the roth year of Henry VII. 
and uſed to keep court in till the building of 
the Town Fall, (whence it acquired the 


name of the Court Houſe), and then was 


converted into a Priſon. Beſides the Chapel 
of St. Clare, (now uſed for a Powder Houſe) 
the Chauntry of St. Nicholas, the Chancel 


whereof is ſtill kept for an Ammunition 


Houſe ; there was a monaſtery of the Friars 
Heremites of St. eval the Ng 
enk is yet ſtanding. þ 


This Town was burnt by ü the French, 
in the reign of Richard II. and again, in that 


of Henry VI. in which it is fuppoſed the 


od Records and Charters of the Town 


| periſhed ; becauſe none older than his 27th 


year, except ſome fragments, are to be found. 
By the ſame conflagration, the Old Church, 


it is thought, ſuffered alſo ; and this, now. 
ſtanding, built fince ; the former ſtood near 


to Ipres Tower, on the ſpot yet called the 


* 4 * 
* . ; * an 
. = . 
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in the third year of his reign; as did Queen 
Elizabeth in the year 1 573. In the year 
1563 a peſtilence carried of, in the months 
of Auguſt, September and October, 562 
perſons. Afterwards, it was repleniſhed by 
the French, who ſheltered themſelves here 
from the maſſacres in France in 1572. And 
in 1582, the French inhabitants in Rye con- 
ſiſted of 1534 perſons. It ſuffered ſeverely 
by another plague in 1596 ; and again in 
15253 and by the ſmall-pox in 1634 and 353 
and again in 1654 and gg. It loſt many 
veſſels in the time of the wars between the 
King and parliament, all which have added 
to the decay thereof. King Charles IT. paid it 
a viſit in May 1673, when the Engliſh and 
French fleets lay in the _ in e Wart 


21 


\ 
1/7 > Ti 


eee Edie: 
Thomas Peacock, gent. one of the Juris of 


the town, in the year 1636, and endowed 


by him with the yearly revenue of 2s, 
The S. W.—S.—S.E.—E, and N. E. fidesof 
the town have been much waſted by the ſea, 


Ne cn | | | . 5 = 
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been waſhed ſons ſtreets, with the boddings 
gate and wall leadin g ——— to the land 
gate. 


From Rye, return along the wall to the 
New Harbour ; paſs . the draw bridge, and 
keep ſtraight on by Braggs,. (commonly 
called the New Harbour Houſe ) into = 


PETT LEVELL, 


Wulcn is about Hoes miles FUR = 
hard. weather theſe levells abound with 
ſnipes and wild fowl, in the numerous 
ditches and pools of water. If the. tide is 
low, it is a pleaſant ride along the ſands 
to Haſting; the diſtance from the harbour, 
about ſeven miles; or take the lane, paſſing 
ſeveral farm houſes, till you arrive at Fair- 
light Church, from whence is a very exten- 
five and beautiful proſpect. Proceed over 
the Down to Haſting. | 


. HBOLLINGTON CHURCH. 


In the middle of a wood about four miles 
from — ſtands Hollington Church, 


remark- 
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within a quarter of a mile ; nor is there an 

account when, or by whom it was s built. 
The road' to Hollington Corner, as it is 
called, lies over the white rock to 1 right; 
when you enter a pleaſant lane and paſs a 
farm houſe on the right called Bohemia, OC= 
eupied by Mr. Foſter, and famous for plenty 
of fine cream ; on which account it is much 
frequented in the ſummer by tea and ſyllabub 
parties. Near the houſe are the ruins of a 
Church or Chapel, now converted into a 
barn, and known by the name of the Chapel 


Barn. When at Hollington Corner, - the 


road turns off to the right and left; that to 
the left leads out by Mr. F arncombe, on 


Bulyerbythe Levell ; to the right to 


pravronT, 


' $29” — 


Tur ſeat of General Murray z ; N 


modern built houſe, ſituated on an eminence, 
nearly half way between Battle and Haſting, 


every ſide. This ſeat is named after Beau- 
| port, 


111 
remarkable for the ſingularity of its ſitua- 
tion, not having a houſe or hut of any kind 


and commanding a very extenſive view on 
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port, near Quebec in Canada, at the reduc- 
tion of which, in 1759, General Murray 
ated a very diſtinguiſhed part. After quit- 
ting Beauport, purſue the turnpike to Haſt- 
ing; about half way on the right is Ore 
Place and Church, another ſeat belonging 
to the General; from hence is a very fine 
view of Haſting Caſtle, the ſea, and ſur- 
rounding country ; through theſe grounds 
enter a lane which leads to Haſting by the 
lime kilns. 


BATTLE ABBEY. 


. at Town of Battle, which is about 
eight miles from Haſting on the London road, 
and derives its name from the great battle 
fought there between Harold, King of Eng- 
land, and William Duke of Normandy, 


. afterwards ſurnamed the Conqueror, is ſmall, 


conſiſting of only one ſtreet indifferently . 


; built. The country round hers is pleaſant, 
and abounds with woods and hills, from 


whence are ſeveral fine views, The Church 
is 4. Heat building, the incumbeat whereof 
i8 


4 * 
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is ſtyled the Dean of Battle. Here is a 
Charity ſchool for forty boys. The trade 
of this Town conſiſts chiefly in making gun- | 
powder, which is eſteemed. the beſt in 
Europe. King Henry I. granted a market 
to be kept here upon every Lord's day, as 
was uſed in ſeveral other places in his time, 
free from all duties whatever ; but Anthony, 
Viſcount Montague, who about the year 
1600, built himſelf a beautiful houſe here, 
obtained an act of parliament to remove it 
to beer reef gx as it now continues. 


But what is moſt aids of — 
at this place, is the Abbey built by the 
Conqueror, the year after the battle, on that 
part of the field, where the action had raged! 
the fierceſt; the high altar ſtanding on the 
very ſpot where the dead body of Harold was 
found; or, according to ſome, where his 
ſtandard was taken up. It was dedicated to 
St. Martin, and filled with Benetdlictine 
Monks from the Abbey of Mormontier in 
Normandy. The King intended to have en- 
dowed it with lands ſufficient for the main- 
tenance of one hundred and forty Monks, 

ID but 
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but was prevented by death. He, however, 
granted it ſundry prerogatives and immuni- 
ties, fimilar to thoſe enjoyed by the Monks 
of Chriſt Church, Canterbury; ſuch as the 
excluſive right of inqueſt on all murders 
committed within their lands. Treaſure 
trove, or the property of all treaſures found 
on their eſtates. Free Warren, an exemp- 
tion for themſelves and tenants, from all 
epiſcopal and other eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction : 
alſo, this peculiar right of ſanctuary, that if any 
perſon adjudged guilty of homicide, or any 
other crime, ſhould fly to that Church, no 
harm ſhould be done him, and he ſhould bediſ- 
miſſed intirely free. But above all, he gave to the 
Abbot the royal power of pardoning any con- 
demned thief he ſhould caſually paſs by or 
meet going to execution. He alſo beſtowed 
on them all the land for a league round their 
houſe: likewiſe the Manor of Wye, in Kent: 
both free from all aids, impoſitions and 
ier. edt i | $ bits, 


| Helenic gave them his 11 cuſtoms in 
Wye, together with his right of wreck in 


* (a member thereof) as alſo 
5 that 
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that of any great or royal fiſh, called Craſſi- 
| pies, which ſhould be there driven on ſhore ; 
except where it happened without certain 
limits; in which caſe, they were to have 
only two parts of the fiſh and the tongue; 
| theſe being what the King uſually had. 


Beſides theſe, he endowed them with the 
Manors of Aldfiſton, in Suſſex ; Lymsfield, 
in Surry; How, in Eſſex; Craumere, in 
Oxfordſhire; and Briſwalderton, in Berk- 
ſhire; with diverſe other lands: together 
with the Churches of Radings and Colun- 
ton, in Devonſhire : alſo that of St. Olave's, 
afterwards the Priory of St. Nicholas, Exe. 
ter. Moreover, he confirmed to them all 
gifts of lands, beſtowed by his ſubjects, to 
be held as free as thoſe granted by himſelf. 
The Abbey of Brecknock, in Wales, was 
alſo afterwards made a cell to this houſe. : 


At the diſſolution, the eſtates of this houſe 
were valued, the twenty ſixth of Henry VIII. 
according to Dugdale, at C. 880. 148. 7d. 
per annum. Speed, C. 987. os. 10d ; when 
penſions were afligned to ſeveral of the ; 

| 5: | Nn 


* 
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Monks. The ſeite was granted by that 
King to one Gilmer, who firſt pulled down 
many of the buildings, in order to diſpoſe 
of the materials, and afterwards: ſold the 
land to Sir Anthony Brown, whoſe deſcend- 
ants began to convert it into a Manſion houſe; 
but it long remained unfiniſhed. It was 
afterwards, however, ſo completed, as to be- 
come habitable, Sir Thomas Webſter long 
reſiding in it; in which family it ſtill re- 
mains, being inhabited at preſent by the 
Dowager Lady re | 


Though this Abbey i is in art demoliſhed, 
yet the magnificence appears of it by the ruins 
of the cloyſters, &c. and by the largeneſs of the 
hall, kitchen and gate houſe ; which laſt is 
entirely preſerved; and makes a very grand 
appearance as you ride down the town. In 
it are held ſeſſions and other meetings, for 
this peculiar juriſdiction, which has till 

great privileges belonging to it. What the 
hall was, when in its glory, may be concei- 
ved by its dimenſions, being in length fifty 
paces: part of it is now uſed as a hay barn ; 
it was leaded, part of the lead yet remains, 
| and 


HASTING's GUIDE. 117 


and the reſt is tiled. As to the kitchen, it 
was ſo large as to contain five fire places, and 
was arched at top; but the extent of the 
whole Abbey may be better aſcertained 'by 
its circumference ; it being computed at no 
leſs than a mile. 


In the Church of the Abbey, the Con- 
queror offered up his ſword and royal robe, 
which he wore on the day of his coronation. 
The Monks kept theſe till their ſuppreſſion, 
and uſed to ſhew them as great curioſities ; 
likewiſe a table of the Norman gentry, who 
came into England with the Conqueror. 


In the year 1381, the then Abbot of 
Battle, Hamo of Offinton, it is ſuppoſed, lig- 
nalized himſelf in a very courageous manner, 
in repulſing a body of French, who had T9 | 
ed and attacked Rye and Winchelſea; tc 
which latter place the Abbot W Tg 
what force he could muſter, and fortifying 
it, kept the enemy at bay till ſuch time as 
the country gentlemen aſſembled in a body, 

and coming to his aſſiſtance, drove the French 
from the iſland. 15 


ASHBURN- 
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ASHBURNHAM 


Is about four miles further on, from which 
a very ancient family derives its name. 


Bertram de Aſhburnham was Sheriff of 


Surrey, Suſſex and Kent, when the Duke of 
Normandy invaded England: he was alſo 
Governor of Dover Caſtle, and was either 
ſlain with Harold in the Battle, or beheaded 
by the Conqueror afterwards, for not imme- 
diately delivering the Caſtle to him: how- 

ever that might be, William looked upon 
the family as his enemies; and though they 
kept their ſeat, they appeared not in public 
for a long time. The firſt we find in any 
civil office, is John Aſhburnham, who was 
Knight. of the Shire for Suſſex, and Sheriff 
of Surrey and Suſſex, in the reigns of Rich- 
ard II. and Henry IV. His ſon and grandſon 
Thomas held the ſame office in Edward IV. 
and Henry VII's reign. In later times, 
William Aſhburnham was a gentleman of 
fingular loyalty to King Charles I. being 
one of the firſt who took up arms for that 
Monarch. He was Governor of Weymouth, 
| | and 
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and Major General of the King's forces in the 
Weſt ; though, after the defeat of the King's 
party, he was guilty of a miſtake in conduct- 
ing his ſovereign. to. Colonel Hammond, 
Governor of the Iſle of Wight, who delivered 
him into the power of the army ; his loyalty 
was never ſuſpected either by Charles I. or 
II. who, after his reſtoration, rewarded him 
with the place of Cofferer. His eldeſt. 
brother, Sir John Afſhburnham, was one 
of the grooms of the bed. chamber to 
Charles I. and his ſon John was created Lord 
Aſhburnham, 1 William and Mary, An. 
1689, which honour William his ſon and 


John his grandſon both enjoyed. 


Aſhburnham houſe and grounds are well 

worth ſeeing, in the park is a large piece of 
water, with a bridge over it; and a fine 
hanging wood in front of the houſe, which 
is well furniſhed and contains ſome very fine 
pictures. The Church is behind the houſe, 


and in it are monuments of Sir William 
Aſhburaham and his Lady, daughter f 
Lord Butler of - Herts : the inſcription 
written by Sir William, 1ays, ſhe was a great 
| | * N lover 
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lover of and blefling to his family. Both 
their figures are whole lengths in white 


marble; - hers recumbent, leaning on her 


hand ; his, kneeling in a looſe = and 
great avi Wig. 


There i is another monument of his elder 
brother and two wives, in white marble ; and 
alſo two fine marble ones of the perſons 
who attended King Charles at his execution. 


In this Church are preſerved in a cheſt, 
and may be ſeen, the ſhirt and drawers 
which King Charles had on when he was 
beheaded ; likewiſe a watch which he gave 


Mr. Aſhburnham ; and the ſheet which was 


thrown over him after the execution. 
Return through Battle, and about three 
miles from hence, on the right, is 


COTE OT 


Tuis Ae de to Mr. Pelham, 
throu gh. whoſe park 18 have a pleaſant 
ride. 


a Crawhurſt 


/ 


- 
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_ Crawhurſt or Crowhurſt was one of the 
many lordſhips poſſeſſed by Harold, Earl of 
Kent, in the reign of Edward the Confeſſor, 
as appears by Domeſday book. After the 
conqueſt, it was ſeized by William, who 
gave it with divers other eſtates to Alan 
Fergant, Earl of Brittany and Richmond, 
as a reward for his courage and conduct at 
the Battle of Haſting. It remained in this 
family ſome time, and regularly deſcended 
to John, Earl of Brittany and Richmond, 
the laſt male of that family ; who granted 
to Sir John Devereux, Captain .of Calais, 
100 marks per annum for life, to be received 
out of the rents of this and ſome other 
manors in this Rape. He dying without 
iflue, his eſtates devolved to his fiſter Joan, 
then widow of Ralph, Lord Baſſet of Dray- 
ton, who obtained the livery of the caſtle, 
county and * Riehmond. e 


Mr. Pelham has a ſeat in this W . 
about half a mile from which ſtands Crow- 
hurſt Church, and near it, the ruins of a 
Chapel or Oratory, probably built by one 

of the ancient lords of this manor but there. 
: 18 


mm nsr Ins- Wyo. 
is no tradition by whom it was erected, at 
what time, or for what deſigned. In this 
Church yard is a remarkable large yew tree, 
nearly twenty feet in circumference, It is 
| * ow, and has a very * pp nen. 


Fi rom a to the . Houſe, the ſeat of 
the late Sir Charles Eversfield, the country 
: is delightfully pleaſant. Paſs near Wilton, 
a farm houſe, lately occupied by Mr. Coſſum, 
of Haſting, on to e and turn to the 
left . 


The village of Eaſt-Bourne is diſtant 
1 from hence about eighteen miles. It is plea- 
þ (\ ſantly ſituated at the foot of the hills, known 
1 by the name of the South Downs. At low 
water, a carriage may drive nearly all the way 
upon the ſands. For a more particular ac - 
count of that place, ſee a ſmall publication 
entitled Eaſt-Bourne. | 


; ” hw "roy code the limits firſt 

: preſcribed for this work, I have only to re- 
queſt thoſe of my readers who prefer the 
wholeſome invigorating air, and charming 
ſcenes 
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| ſcenes of a romantic country, to the ſmoke 
and confuſion of towns and cities, to range 
the hills round Haſting, and then ſay, if a 
country more beautifully diverſified can any 
where be ſeen. Brighthelmſtone has its 
Downs, and Margate its wide extenſive 
fields; but no ſhade, no woods nor coppice 
to ſhelter the ſun burnt wanderer from 
mid-day's ſcorching heat; no hedge bound 
path wherein to indulge contem mplation s ſo- 
lemn mood; where 

CSS coco <<. ev'ry leaf 

_ « Aﬀeords a tale concluding with a moral, 

The very hazel has a tongue to teach, 


The birch, the maple, horn-beam, beach and aſh.” 
ViLLAace CURATE. 


But all is bleak and chearleſs as the rugged 
cliffs which bound their ſhores. Ride where 
you will, a dull ſameneſs palls upon the 
eye; no variety; nothing to expect beyond 
the hills in view. . 


Change but the Ren; 1 Fairlight 
Down, from whence a thouſand varied tracks 
preſent themſelves to the aſtoniſhed eye. 
One evening 8 excurſion. to the hop gardens 

will 


„„ „„ — 


m maven rus 


| Ye ö will invite fifty more. Mount the Caſile 


hill and contemplate the ruins of ancient 
grandeur. In ſhort, ſtrike which way you 

will, a boundleſs variety of paths, interſper- 

fed with hills and dales, woods, ſhaws, and 

coppices with rivulets meandring through, 

court the lengthened walk; exerciſe is the 
/ fureſt road to health; 


« Such is the reward of active ſober life; 

« Of labour ſuch. By health the peaſant's toil 

Is well repaid; if exerciſe were pain 

Indeed, and temperance pain. By arts like theſe 
« Laconia nurs'd of old her hardy fons ; - 
And Rome's unconquer'd legions urg'd their way, 
« Unhurt, thro? every toil in every clime.“ 

| ARMSTRONG. 
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